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Aims and Aspirations 
 

“I am always doing that which I cannot do, in order that I may learn 
how to do it.”  Pablo Picasso 
 
“Teachers open the door. You enter by yourself.” Chinese Proverb 
 
The aim of joining the 6th form is to develop as a learner and equip yourself with skills 
which enable you to perform to the best of your ability in all subjects and take your place in 
the adult world. In essence our aims are:  
 

 To provide you with a safe and positive learning atmosphere which caters for all 
learning styles and motivates you to reach your full potential. 

 To acknowledge the relevance of your own experiences and those of others and 
value individual contributions. 

 To develop you as a confident learner who is an effective communicator and 
reflective thinker. Equip you with skills which allow a confident participation in adult 
and student life and prepare you for the next steps. 

 To develop a love of learning which encourages you to explore your own 
understanding of the world and yourself and others.  

 
We want to open your eyes to the possibilities in the world around you and equip you with 
the skills and strategies necessary to explore that world in full. 
 

Basic Expectations 
 
Sixth Form students are the example setters and role models to all our younger students. 
You are now what most of our students aspire to be! This has some responsibilities.  
 

 Arrive every day on time, prepared and ready to learn 

 Try your best and never disturb a student who is working 

 Dress appropriately for school 

 Always move around college sensibly 

 Don’t push in front of others in queues  

 Take earphones out and don’t use phones in lessons 

 Set the standards that younger students follow 
 



 
The Sixth Form Team 
 
We are here to help you. You can always find somebody from the team if you need support.  
 

 Role  Tutor  Base  

Mrs Lear Head of Sixth Form  

Mrs Clift  Sixth Form Admin  

Miss Bell  6th form tutor Rm 69 

Mr Black 6th form tutor Rm 68 

Mrs  Holmes 6th form tutor Rm 65 

Miss McCarthy  6th form tutor Rm 66 

Mrs Pollard 6th form tutor Rm 67 

Mrs Seaman  6th form tutor Rm 62 

 

Weekly Structure 
 
Monday: Yr 12 only – Monitoring of Students folders/Study Skills  
Tuesday: Yr 12 & Yr 13 – Attendance and Mentoring  
Wednesday: Yr 12 & Yr 13 - Tutorial/Assembly/UCAS  
Thursday: Study   
Friday: Study/1-2-1  
 

Tutorial Programme 2015/2016:  
 

Autumn Term Yr 12 Yr 13 

1 Getting to know You Getting to Know You 

2 What is intelligence? Unifrog intro 

3 Organising folders and notes Organising folders and notes  

4 Identifying Strengths  UCAS/unifrog 

5 Optimising Learning  Writing the personal statement 

6 Learning Styles UCAS/unifrog 

7 The career route The career route 

Half Term   

1 Organising time UCAS/unifrog 

2 Good Independent learning  UCAS/unifrog 

3 Wider reading  UCAS/unifrog 

4 Managing Deadlines UCAS/unifrog 

5 Revision techniques Revision techniques 

6 Revision techniques Revision techniques 

7  EXAM WEEK EXAM WEEK 

 

Spring Term  Yr 12 Yr 13 

1 Thinking differently Apprenticeships 



2 Do I want to go to Uni? Unifrog 

3 Which course do I choose?  Getting a job 

4 Progress Check: Exam ready?   

5 The Russell Groups: Why?  Sharing accommodation 

6 The Art of Debate  

Half Term   

1 Passing interviews Student Finance 

2 Staying Safe – e safe  

3 Staying Safe – Drugs and alcohol Living away from home 

4 Transferable/portable skills  

5 Preparing for Work Experience  

 

Summer Term  Yr 12 Yr 13 

1 Managing Stress 1 Taking care of yourself 

2 Managing Stress 2  

3 Revision techniques Revision techniques 

4 Revision techniques Revision techniques 

5  EXAM SEASON EXAM SEASON 

6  EXAM SEASON EXAM SEASON 

Half Term   

1  EXAM SEASON EXAM SEASON 

2  EXAM SEASON EXAM SEASON 

3   Introduction to UCAS 

4  Which course? Where to go? 

5  WORK EXPERIENCE 

6  Preparing the Personal statement 

 

Your Tutor  
 
The role of a Sixth Form tutor can be diverse and wide ranging. Anything from being a 
sympathetic ear, a revision or subject expert, a careers expert and much more.  You can 
expect your tutor to:  

 Model professional behaviour to students at all times  

 Listen to you and act to support you if need be 

 Track and monitor your attendance  

 Provide and facilitate academic mentoring  

 Write UCAS/job/apprenticeship references about 
you 

 Write reports and feedback to you and your 
parents on progress 

 Attend parents evenings and ARD days 

 Lead on tutorials for your tutor group 

 Be the first port of call for colleagues who raise 
concerns about you 
 



If you have any problems, worries or concerns, your tutor is your first port of call.  
 

Typical week of a Yr 12 Student 
(Don’t forget we run a 2 week timetable. You can expect 9 hours per subject over the fortnight) 
 

 Mon  Tues Weds  Thurs  Fri 
8.45 – 9.15 Registration Registration Registration Study  Study/1-2-1 

Lesson 1 Subject 1  Subject 3  Subject 2 

lesson 2 Subject 4 Subject 1 Subject 4 Subject 1 Subject 3 

lesson 3 Subject 2 Subject 3 Subject 1 Subject 4 Subject 2 

lesson 4 Subject 2   Subject 3 Subject 4 

Lesson 5  Subject 3  Subject 4  

After school/ 
Weekends  

Independent Learning  

 

You can expect to have times when you are not in lessons. Use this time well and plan in 
your independent study. Get your timetable stuck into the FREE diary we issue. Or put it on 
your phone. Managing your time is essential and it is easy to fall into bad habits. We will 
give you FREE folders to help you, but you need to plan carefully when you do your 
independent work.  
 

What to do if… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m too ill to come in to 
College  

Just like a member of staff, you should phone in 

to the main reception and explain you will be 

absent, for how long and why. You will be 
expected to complete a Return to College 

Form to help you catch up with work you have 

missed.  

I have a planned absence 
for some reason…   

Wherever possible you should make 

appointments outside of lessons. We know 

sometimes this isn’t possible.  You MUST see 

your tutor beforehand to get this authorised.  

I am struggling to cope or 
meet a deadline…   

NEVER suffer in silence. Speak to your tutor or 

any of the 6th Form team. We can help and 

provide some extra support with study skills.   

I would like to drop or 
change a subject…   

This is a major decision and there is a 

procedure to follow that guarantees you have 

thought this through. The only person who can 

take you on or off a course is Mrs Lear. You 

must see her asap. Don’t just stop attending. 

I feel ill during the 
college day…   

You must report to the medical room. There 

they will give make sure you are well enough to 

go home alone and don’t need an escort.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A is for Attendance: P is for Punctuality 
The first thing we are usually asked for in a reference is your attendance and punctuality. 

 
We absolutely expect you to attend all lessons and tutorials and be on time. Your school day 
starts at 8.45am every day and ends at 3.20. If you do not like this – go to a different 
institution! Attendance and punctuality have never been more important than they are in 
the 6th Form. Every single minute of learning matters and if you are late to lessons you 
interrupt the precious learning time of all students. If you are not on time you will be denied 
entry and given an unauthorised absence mark. You will be expected to catch up on the 
work you miss on your own. (Please don’t expect or ask the teacher to give up a lunch time 
or work with you 1-2-1.) It is best to avoid being late as it is a lot easier just to be on time!  
 

Planned Absence  
 
These are absences which are acceptable and can be foreseen in advance. However, we still 
need to know about them and give them official authorisation.  
 

 Exams  

 Driving Test (not lessons)  

 Hospital/Medical appointment that can’t be made outside of lessons.  

 Religious holiday  

 Interview or visit (e.g. potential employer/Uni Open Day/Interviews)  

 School visits or trips  

 Attendance at court 

I need some careers 
advice or guidance…   

I am having a tough time 
and it’s affecting me…   

I am not enjoying College 
and thinking about 

leaving…   

I arrive late for a lesson…   

Don’t worry! Speak to us! We have a whole 

host of experience and packages which can help 

you if you are not sure what to do or if you 

have the right grades or subjects.    

Again – don’t worry, we have lots of different 
ways we can help. The main thing is to speak to 

your tutor or any of the 6th Form Team asap.   

Be warned! If you are more than 5 minutes late 
you will be asked to leave and expected to 

catch up. After the lesson go back and 

apologise. Leave the common room earlier!   

Lots of students go through this. It’s ok – A 
Levels are tough and most students have a 

wobble or two. Come and see Mrs Lear. If you 

really do want to leave, she can help you with 

the next steps and make sure you have some 

effective advice and guidance about what to do. 



 Attendance at a funeral  

 Attendance at a significant family event (e.g. a wedding)  

 Emergency caring responsibility (usually 1 day only and must be for a close family 
member)  

 
If you have spoken to your tutor and collected work for the lessons before the absence, this 
will be authorised and won’t affect your attendance record. You will complete a Return To 
College Form to help you keep on top of the lessons and work you missed.  
 

Unplanned Absence  
 
These are emergency enforced absences such as illness which you couldn’t inform us of 
ahead of time.  You or a parent or carer must phone in every day that you are ill. 
Unfortunately, illness will impact your attendance record and we will authorise them, but 
you need to be aware that significant absence will affect any bursary payments and also 
your free exam entry. You will be expected to catch up with the work you have missed and 
complete a Return to College Form.  

 
Planned Absence We Will Not Authorise  
 
These are events we will not authorise and will be counted as unauthorised absences. 
Unauthorised absences will be used to make decisions about if a student is eligible for free 
exam entry. Students whose attendance falls below 90%, or who have significant 
unauthorised absences will be asked to pay for their own exam entry. This can be a 
significant payment of anything up to £50 per module. Normally, these are events we would 
expect to take place outside of lessons, for example:  
 

 Babysitting  

 Part time employment 

 Birthday or similar celebrations 

 Doctor or dentist appointments 

 Shopping  

 Leisure activities  

 Holidays  

 Driving lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance less than 90% means you have missed up to 
4 weeks of lessons over an academic year. Studies show 
that 90% attendance reduces results by at least 1 full 
grade or more. If your attendance is this low your place 
in the Sixth Form is in jeopardy.  
If you are 5 minutes late to every lesson and have 4 
subjects. Over a two week period you have lost (or 
caused others to lose) 3 hours of learning!  



Leaving the school site  
 
One of the privileges of being a Sixth Former is you can manage your own time and go on or 
off site without asking permission in your study periods, breaks and lunchtime. However, 
you must:  
 

 Sign in and out using either the books outside the Sixth Form Office or via main 
reception. This is an important safeguarding procedure. We do not mind you being 
off site – we just need to know if you are in or out of the building.  

 Please do not sign in or out on behalf of another student. They need to do it 
themselves.  
 

Independent Learning and Deadlines 
 
One of the biggest differences between Year 11 and Year 12&13 is 
the amount of Independent Learning you can expect to do outside 
of lessons and the importance and seriousness of deadlines. The 
general rule is to expect an hour of Independent Learning for every 
hour taught. For some lessons this will mean a significant period where you are doing more 

than this for a time in order to meet a deadline. In other subjects, you might 
find the amount of work outside of lessons is more consistent and spread out. 
Make sure you have a plan for your studying and how you will manage the 
greater workload for all your subjects. Most subject teachers use SMHW to 
record independent learning tasks.  
 

WARNING: The first time you miss a deadline you will be given a ZERO grade. This is exactly 
the same as how it is done at university where they have electronic submission. Miss it by a 
second and it is an automatic fail!  DO NOT let the first time you get a zero, be for an 
important piece of coursework or vital bit of work. Don’t miss the deadline!  
 
How will you be a successful and productive A Level student? Find your subjects and look at 
the expectations for Independent Learning and consider when, where and how you will 
undertake this.  
 

Subject Expectations at Post 16 

Subject Tasks 
per 
week  

Wider 
Reading 

Typical Independent Tasks  Pinch Points 
and 
deadlines 

Applied 
Business 

2 hours 1 hour Developing ideas and research for portfolio 
work.  Notes / reading supporting theory. 
  

May 

Art & Design 
 

3 hours 2 hours  Drawing from primary imagery; taking photos, 
collecting objects; visiting locations and 
galleries; sketchbooks; collecting images before 
lessons; analysis of your own work and other 
artists 

December  and 
May   

Biology  4 hours 1 hour Writing up class notes and making revision 
materials; using the text book; past papers and 

 



 examiners reports; preparing for end of unit 
tests; researching specific areas.  

Chemistry  
 

3 hours  2 hours A set of notes separate to those made in class 
containing definitions, questions and notes etc, 
Exam questions, definitions tests, text book 
tasks and summarising notes, revision 
resources.  

 

Computing  
 

2 hours 2 hours Pre-lesson reading (and question sheet) of 
basic theory before each lesson OR exam style 
questions. Revision of lesson notes for weekly 
tests. Programming practical skills development 
following tutorial 

 

Drama  
 

3 hours 1 hour Researching the political, social, cultural and 
historical context of plays.  Researching  play 
writer’s lives and the impact on themes and 
intentions.  Keeping and writing up a working 
notebook documenting and evaluating all 
practical work/ lessons. Planning and attending 
a rehearsal schedule. Completing revision 
materials and doing past papers. 

December 
May and 
January  

English 
Language  

3 hours 1 hour Reviewing lesson notes; transposing notes into 
personalised revision aids;  securing/ practising 
using the linguistic terminology; collecting/ 
collating data; reading scholarly articles; 
reading up on theories; completing past 
questions; reading exemplar responses; 
memorising theories, theorists and dates; on 
going debates surrounding language and how 
we use it. 

April and May 

English 
Literature  

3 hours 1hour Reading and revisiting key sections; re-reading 
chapters; reviewing lesson notes and creating 
revision aids; learning and applying key literary 
terminology; learning/memorising key 
quotations and researching the socio-historical 
context; practice questions; theme mapping 
across the texts; theme mapping across 
multiple texts; researching author’s life; 
analysing key sections of texts; writing essays; 
reading critical essays and making notes. 

April and May  

French  
 

3 hours  3 hours  Online newspapers/magazines. 
Notes on chosen Novel. 
Background on author. 
Research to improve personal knowledge and 
understanding of relevant topics linked to 
Francophone countries. 
General literature of any sort in French. 

December 
May 

Geography  
 

4 hours  Within 
tasks 

Reviewing articles; summarising case studies; 
exploring maps and identifying key areas; past 
papers; DIRT time 

May – pre 
release 
materials  
Autumn 
fieldwork  

History  
 

2 hours 2 hours – 1 
hour for 
British 
unit; 1 
hour for 

Reviewing notes and highlighting key points, 
summary paragraphs, turning notes into 
diagrams, turning diagrams into notes, 
watching YouTube videos in preparation for 
lessons, reading selected notes or chapters in 

 



Russia unit preparation for lessons 

Maths  
 

3 hours 1 hour + Consolidation of techniques and methods, 
reading around each topic and/or 
mathematician, use of websites to review or 
revise, past paper questions, review of notes, 
making revision resources (postcards, lists of 
identities etc..), revision Apps, reading and 
taking note of examiner reports as well as mark 
schemes 

December and 
May 

Media 
Studies  

2 hours  1 hour Viewing texts, background reading, past 
questions, research, writing up notes;  
securing/ practising using the media  
terminology; reading scholarly articles; reading 
up on theories; reading exemplar responses; 
memorising theories, theorists; ongoing 
debates surrounding media and how we use it. 

April and May 

Physics  
 

3 hours  1 hour ‘Focus’, ‘How it works ‘ or ‘New Scientist ‘ 
magazine or works by Brian Cox, Steven 
Hawking etc. Reviewing class notes and making 
revision resources; pre topic worksheets; past 
papers and questions;  

 

Psychology  
 

5 hours 1 hour  Reading through topics and using the end of 
topic questions in the text book; using class 
notes to make revision resources; doing past 
papers; practicing longer length answers; end 
of unit tests; researching theorists 

 

Spanish  
 

3 hours 2 hours Vocabulary learning, research, reading 
activities, listening activities, essays, speaking 
preparation, past papers, translations, 
grammar activities, presentations, revision, 
writing activities. 

Speaking exam 
- May 

BTEC Sport  
 

3 hours 1 hour  Background reading, conducting research, 
assignment completion, acting upon teacher 
oral and written feedback 

Deadlines are 
spaced 
throughout the 
year. 

BTEC 
Science  
 

3 hours 1 hour Focus’, ‘How it works ‘ magazines from the 
library; graph plotting, conclusion writing or 
specific homework research tasks; responding 
to verbal and written feedback. 

Deadlines are 
spaced 
throughout the 
year. 

 
 
Making the transition from GCSE to A Level  
 
It isn’t easy to make the jump from GCSE to A Level. But there are some important new skills 
which will really help you to succeed at Post 16. These skills will help you access your work, 
organise yourself and manage your deadlines as well as make progress towards your goals.  
We will also help you by devoting a whole day to supporting you and showing you all the 
ways you can effectively learn the study skills you have never had to use before.  
 
 
 



Key transitional skills:  
NOTE TAKING   

 

Notes don’t have to mean copying down 
everything the teacher says. You will be 
shown how to take effective notes as part of 
your study skills programme.  
Notes could be:  

 Short bullet pointed points 

 Mind maps or concept posters  

 Revision/flash cards 

 Key words and phrases 

WIDER READING   

 

Every subject will require you to read around 
the subject, themes and topics you are 
studying. It is far more interesting if you do 
more than read the text book. Try:  

 The Internet  

 The library  

 Newspapers  

 Specialist magazines and journals 

 Dedicated websites  

 The radio and tv documentaries 

TIME MANAGEMENT 
 

 

This is possibly the most important of them all 
– for studying and for life skills! To be an 
effective time manager you will:  

 Have a time table you stick to. 

 Keep track of deadlines (both big and 
small)  

 Keep a written record of hwk/cwk 

 Decide when and where you will work for 
specific deadlines.  

 Put academic work to the top of your 
priorities.  

ESSAY WRITING  

 

In many subjects you will need to write essays 
or longer structured answers. Listen to the 
advice of your teachers they will give you 
suggested structures. The key to good essay 
writing:  

 Planning before writing!  

 Organising points into a relevant 
structure 

 Focusing on the question.  



ORGANISATION 
 

Being organised is at the heart of success as you 
will probably be juggling a lot of academic work 
with things like part time work or social 
commitments. The secret to a stress free life? 
Being organised! Check you have:  

 Folders with dividers for every subject (we will 
give you folders for FREE!)  

 A clear and uncluttered place to work  

 Relevant stationery, paper, notes etc 

 A timetable/planner/diary  

REVISION 

 

Revision should probably start in week 1 of Year 
12. It should happen on a daily, weekly and 
monthly basis. Get into the habit of reviewing 
lesson notes, making flash cards, ore revision 
packs as this helps you identify what areas you 
need to work on.  

 
 

Check list for Post 16 study 
 
To guarantee that you are giving yourself the best opportunities to be a successful Post 16 
student you will need:  
 

   

A space to study at home that is quiet and undisturbed  

An A4 ring binder for every subject (we will provide these)   

Dividers for each folder so you can organise the content easily  

Pens and pencils   

Highlighters   

Named and identifiable memory stick (keep it backed up!)   

Calculator (Sciences and Maths)   

Text books/revision guides/ copies of set texts   

Your summer assignments!   

 
 

Plagiarism and malpractice  
 
Malpractice is the official word for cheating in examinations, coursework or other 
assessments. Plagiarism is when you copy someone’s work and pass it off as your own. You 
need to avoid getting caught accidentally or deliberately in either as it can have very far 
reaching consequences that involve more than just you.  



 
• Collusion: This is when the work of several people is submitted as though it is one 

person’s work. For example when you work in a group but the outcome is submitted 
as if it is one person’s work. Or where you have a private tutor, friend or relative who 
writes something for you that you then submit as if it was all your own work.  

• Copying or plagiarism: If you copy somebody else’s work or something off the 
internet make sure you acknowledge where the text came from and who wrote it. 
Don’t pretend work is yours when it isn’t. You will find guidelines on the student 
Shared Area to help you practice Harvard Referencing. This is the way most 
Universities ask you to quote and reference other people’s work so why not start 
learning how to do it from the very start.  

 
Any activity or practice that gives you an unfair advantage over others is cheating.  
 

Violence, smoking, alcohol & illegal substances  
 
We are a smoke free site. You are expected to set an example and 
therefore must never smoke anywhere on site. We ask you to be Off Site 
and Out of Sight. (OSOS) This means not visible to members of the public 
either! We have very few things which would lead to an exclusion of a 
Sixth Former, but smoking on site is one of them. Alcohol and non 
prescription drugs are also prohibited. Any student found in possession of 
alcohol or illegal substances will be excluded and it is probable that it will 
lead to permanent exclusion. Any issues related to drug use are 
automatically referred to the police. It’s quite simple – don’t do these 
things at school. If you are concerned that you have a dependency or 
addiction, we have lots of ways to support you. All incidents of violent behaviour will result 
in exclusion, and depending on the severity of the act, permanent exclusion.   
 

Sanctions and Rewards  
 

Most of the time students are rewarded verbally and with praise from 
a teacher. We also have external prizes for things like the Biology and 
Chemistry Olympiad, Maths Challenge and so on. Students who are 
working hard and doing what we would expect are most often 
rewarded with a cake token, which is basically a voucher which can be 
exchanged in the canteen for a treat.  
 

It is rare that we have to officially sanction a Sixth Form student. If we do, we follow the 
same college procedures as younger students. Don’t think that just because you are a Sixth 
Former you don’t have to do a detention! However, it is more likely that the teacher will 
respect your age and maturity and simply speak to you about the issue which concerned 
them. We will always give you the opportunity to change the behaviour that is a problem 
before involving parents or outside authorities. It is only if you continue to be of concern 
that things will escalate.  



Transition into Year 13  
 
Progression from Year 12 to Year 13 is not automatic. We have to be sure you have made 
enough progress to be able to cope in taking a subject further. It is not a rule, but in general 
you will need to attain at least a D grade in your AS exams or passed and completed all the 
Year 12 units of a BTEC. U grades will mean it is unlikely that you will be able to progress to 
Year 13 in that subject and we cannot keep you in the Sixth Form if you are on less than 3 
subjects at A Level. If you are worried – come and speak to us or your subject teacher.  
 

Transport and Vehicles  
 
If you are intending to use the school bus, you will need to apply for a 
Post 16 subsidised bus pass before the start of term. It costs £396 per 
academic year, payable in whole or termly instalments (£150, £150, 
£96) and you will need to fill out an application form which is available 
from our main reception or online via the Cornwall County website. 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/collegetransport  
This is still the most economical method of using public transport. You must have a pass or 
you will be expected to pay a full adult fare. You can use your pass outside of normal school 
hours, but only along your bus route. We welcome you bringing bicycles which you can 
safely store in the Sixth Form, but cars and motorbikes should be parked at Thanckes Park 
rather than on the school drive. This is because there are a limited amount of parking 
spaces.   
 

Bus Marshalls and other leadership opportunities  
 
There are lots of opportunities for sixth form students to show leadership beyond that of 
the conventional roles of Head Boy and Head Girl. Every student who catches a school bus is 
expected to act as a bus marshall. This means setting an example to younger students and 
also making sure that younger students can travel to and from school without fear of 
bullying. We also need support with things like showing people round on interview, Open 
Days and Parents evenings. There are opportunities to support students in the library and as 
part of Paired Reading as well as acting as a mentor for younger G&T students in Yr 7 -10. 
Sixth Form students can get involved with careers days and charity events.  

 
Preparing for university, apprenticeships and employment  
 
Most students do A Levels and BTEC’s because they want to go on to 
Further Education and do degrees. Some of you will look at 
apprenticeships as alternatives and some will be looking at employment. 
Whatever it is, we have something to support you. We subscribe to a 
fantastic careers programme called UniFrog which helps with all of these 
areas. We also put on extensive workshops and support sessions to help 
you with decisions about uni, how to choose the right course, where to 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/collegetransport


go, how to write a CV or personal statement and much more. These support 
sessions are delivered every week and parents are welcome to attend as well. 
The process of preparing for uni and employment takes place via tutor times 
throughout the year, but mostly in the summer term once exams are finished. 
Students who want to apply for university do so through UCAS. UCAS goes live in 
June/July of year 12. Students who are applying for medicine, veterinary or 
dentistry, Oxford or Cambridge, must do so by October 15th. For everyone else 
the deadline is January 15th of Year 13. You will be given extensive support with 
this, but it helps in Year 12 if you have started looking and thinking about where 
and what you would like to do. We will be attending the UCAS fair and a variety 
of Open Days to help you. Year 12 is the year where you can start preparing for 
the next steps, padding out your CV with work experience, voluntary work, 
wider reading etc. It is important to show you have skills that employers or 
admissions tutors prize. 
 
In Year 12 you will have the opportunity to apply for a number of FREE 
university Summer schools and research opportunities run by The Sutton 

Trust, Plymouth University, The Nuffield Research Trust and Oxford and 
Exeter University. These are excellent opportunities for you to try out 
student life and learn skills that are really helpful. We also encourage you 
to join a MOOC (Massively Open Online Courses) which are FREE short 
courses run by universities that anyone can join.  
 

Careers and work experience 
 
We work closely with Plymouth, Exeter and Cardiff University as well as Marjons to help you 
make decisions about what career you want to pursue and what skills and qualifications you 
need to pursue it. We have a number of Career Academies which you can join to get real 
and relevant experiences you can add to your CV or Personal statement and in some cases 
lead to qualifications. You will also be expected to take part in a week of work experience in 
July. This is invaluable! In an increasingly competitive world, showing you have the relevant 
experience and employability skills makes you stand out from others. You will be able to 
join:  
 
Teaching Academy 
Law Academy 
Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Academy 
Health Academy  
Sports Academy  
STEM Academy  
 
You will be given support in finding and securing your work experience, but it does help if 
you start thinking now about what and where you want to go. This is your week - so make 
good use of it!  
 

 



Dress Code 
 
As a Sixth Form student it is important you are comfortable at school and 
able to express your identity. You are free to wear your own clothes, wear 
your hair how you choose, hats etc as long as they do not display any 
offensive language or images.  All we ask is that you adhere to health and 
safety rules such as wearing open toed shoes in a laboratory, or removing 
jewellery during sport and before coming to school you think of the 3B’s. 
Bellies, boobs and bums. Too much of any of these and you are not 
dressed appropriately for school!  

 
Reporting and Feedback  
 
There are 3 official data drops per year and you can expect feedback both verbal and 
written on a regular basis. In October and April you will be given your Interim Report which 
will contain:  
 
A current working grade: This is the A level grade you are currently working at. 
A progress descriptor: This helps you see if you are on track to get your target grades at the 
end of the course.  
A ‘Why Not Higher’ comment: This is a brief description off why you have not been given a 
higher grade. You should be actioning these and your tutor will be discussing them with you.  
 
Just after your January exams you will also receive a full report and a parents evening. We 
know it isn’t always possible for parents to attend – but we do expect you to come!  
 

Access to Learning Fund  
 
The Access to Learning fund (ALF) is money provided by the government to 
support Post 16 students from lower income families. You will need to fill out an 
application form and provide proof that your combined family income is below 
£25 000. You will need to explain how you will spend your money and re apply 
for it on a half termly basis. The amount we receive is shared equally amongst all 
eligible students so the amounts students receive can vary considerably but it is 
usually around £50 per half term. We pay a final double payment shortly after 
Easter. You will need your own bank account for this. We can only pay funds into 
your account, although we can pay for things like school trips on your behalf.  

 

On Site & Extra Curricular Activities   
 
We actively encourage you to do as much as possible outside of college, not only is this 
good for your CV, it is also good for your mental and physical health. We all need a break 
from work! As a Sixth Former you can apply for an Induction at the YMCA and then use the 
gym for free throughout the school day, or pay a heavily reduced fee for all day 
membership. All that is asked of you is that you vacate if a paying customer wants to use the 



equipment. Sixth Formers are also free to play football, tennis etc during free lessons. 
However, it is essential you do not disturb the learning of others, especially those classes 
that look out onto the playground. Throughout the year there are lots of extra opportunities 
that you can take part in. Here are just a few of the events that took place last year just for 
sixth form students:  
 

 The Maths Challenge 

 County Sixth Form Football  

 Interview Practice 

 The Biology and Chemistry Olympiad  

 The Big Bang Show  

 UCAS convention 

 The Skills Show Careers Fair  

 Careers in Health workshop 

 Law and Criminology Open Day  

 Plymouth Uni Open Day 

 Cardiff Uni Open Day   

 Learn to Live Roadshow 

 Explore Medicine workshop 

 Snowboarding/surfing/climbing 

 Duke Of Edinburgh Award  

 Ten Tors  

 Business Masterclass  

 Auschwitz Visit  

 NCS Summer Schools  

 University Summer schools 

 Student Finance workshops  

 Personal Statement workshops  

 Sport Therapy and massage  

 Have a Go Skills Show  

 Project Trust Gap Year workshop  

 Applying for Oxford or Cambridge workshops  
 
We also had a Health and Wellbeing Day where students had opportunities to try out Tai 
Chi, Transcendental Meditation, Indian Head massage, Reflexology, Feed Yourself for a Fiver 
and also learn vital study skills that will equip them with useful skills for life.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
 
Not only have you made it to the end of this handbook – you have also made the best 
decision for your future. If you work hard and do your best we will support you all the way 
to achieving your goals. It is still true that people with A Levels and degrees earn an average 
of 4x as much over the course of their lifetime than those who don’t. But more than that – 
you will be closer to achieving a fulfilling, stimulating and rewarding lifetime career of your 
choice. AWESOME!  


