
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9th October- Hello Yellow 

mufti day. 

10th October- World Mental 

Health Day 
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ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/2021 

HALF TERM: OCT- 26TH-30TH  

 

Welcome to October and it’s hard to believe we are already into Autumn! We are now in our fourth week of the new Academic 

Year throughout which we have remained fully open, all year groups have attended the College and students and staff have 

settled in well to the ‘new normal’. 

I would like to reiterate how impressed I have been by the way students have adapted to the array of changes and for their 

support and understanding. With the winter months approaching I am keen to see this continue and for students to maintain their 

high standards of behaviour and working with and supporting one and other. 

It has been widely reported in the media that one in six schools in the UK have had to send children home, or been instructed to 

partially close or close completely, as a result of positive cases of Covid-19. To date, Torpoint Community College remains fully 

open to all year groups. The DfE has set out its expectations for schools’ remote learning provision should children have to learn 

from home and I would like to reassure you the College has been working on a robust "remote learning protocol" in the event this 

has to be used. 

This week we are hoping to learn more from Ofqual and examination boards on the dates GCSE and A level examinations are 

planned to be sat in 2021. Last week information was released which indicated that examinations will be moved towards the end 

of the Academic Year to provide students with more time to prepare for their terminal assessments.      

This Friday the College will host the annual "Hello Yellow" mufti day where we ask students and staff to wear an item of yellow 

clothing to raise the awareness of our emotional health and wellbeing. One of the great strengths of the College is how students 

support each other and the positive and strong relationship between students and staff. I look forward to seeing the sea of yellow 

at the end of this week. 

With my best wishes 

Jeremy Plumb 

Headteacher 
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NHS Test and Trace 

One important part of ensuring the safety and wellbeing of students, parents and our communities is testing for 

coronavirus. We all have a duty to make sure that the right people have access to get tested at the right time. Every 

time a test is used inappropriately, a person with Covid-19 symptoms may miss out on getting tested.  

 

Therefore, you are requested to follow these principles:  

 

▪ You should only book a test if your child has any of these three coronavirus symptoms:  

1. a high temperature: any new high temperature where your child feels hot to touch on their chest or back 

(you do not need to measure the temperature)  

2. a new continuous cough: coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more coughing episodes in 24 

hours  

3. a loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste: a noticeable loss of smell or taste or things smell and taste 

different to normal  

 

▪ Your child does not need a test if they have a runny nose, are sneezing or feeling unwell but do not have a 

temperature, cough or loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste because these are not normally symptoms of 

coronavirus.  

▪ If you are unsure about whether to get a test, please check the official list of symptoms on the NHS website, which is 

reviewed regularly: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

▪ Only the person with symptoms should get a test. You do not need to get a test for anyone else in the household unless 

they also have any of the three symptoms listed above. All members of the household need to self-isolate whilst waiting 

for the test result.  

 

Coronavirus Test Kits 

We are seeing an increase in the number of households having to self-isolate due to a family member displaying COVID-

19 symptoms, and are receiving requests to have a test kit from the College in cases where they have already self-

isolated and are experiencing difficulties trying to access a test. 

 

A summary of the government’s guidance to schools for the issuing of test kits, which we must adhere to, is given below: 

 

• We may only offer test kits in exceptional circumstances to individuals who: 

o Have developed symptoms while at school, and  

o We believe they may have barriers to accessing a test elsewhere 

o We believe that if we sent the individual home without a kit they would not receive a test at all. 

• Tests are not to be conducted on site 

• Test kits are not be given to an individual under 18 years of age; it is to be given to the parent / carer 

• Individuals should not attend school to receive a test if they have developed symptoms outside of school. 

 

The Medical Room assess all requests on a case by case basis and will only provide a test kit if the above criteria are 

met. Please do not hesitate to contact the College should you have any queries. 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUED… 

 

Notifying the College of Covid-19 test results 

Please notify the College if your child’s Covid-19 test results are positive or negative, as soon as 

possible. If your child has self-isolated due to displaying coronavirus symptoms, they must not return 

to school unless they have tested negative for coronavirus and we have been notified of this result, 

or until after they have self-isolated for the prescribed period.  

 

In the event a child returns to the College and the above hasn’t been adhered to, the parent will 

be contacted and asked to collect their child as soon as possible. 

 
Face Masks / Coverings 

We are very pleased with the way our students have embraced the wearing of face masks or 

coverings in College when walking through and or waiting in corridors, or when visiting a small or 

confined space. However, we are receiving an increased number of requests for facemasks where 

students have either lost or forgotten theirs. To try and address this, and ensure they have a face 

mask or covering at all times including if they are using public transport, we would be grateful if you 

could arrange for your child to always carry a spare face mask or covering to school. Thank you for 

your support. 

 
Guidance on use of face covering when travelling to and from College 

Children aged 11 and over are legally required to wear a face covering on public transport in 

England, unless exempt for health, age or disability reasons. Your help in promoting the use of face 

coverings if your child uses public transport would be greatly appreciated. 

 
Critical Worker Information 

Can we please remind parents and carers to notify the College if they are a Critical Worker by e-

mailing enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk with a subject heading ‘Critical Worker’ and provide 

your name, the name of your child or children at the College, and confirm that you are a Critical 

Worker as defined in the government’s guidance that can be found here.  

 
‘Hands. Face. Space.’ Campaign 

Details on the government’s ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ public information campaign, urging the public 

to continue to wash their hands, cover their face and make space, to control infection rates can 

be found here. The NHS has also released a ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ video that we recommend 

students watch. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own?utm_source=1%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own?utm_source=1%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
mailto:enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
file:///C:/Users/Smart.i/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/0RUVKCPS/public%20information%20campaign%20urges%20the%20public%20to%20continue%20to%20wash%20their%20hands,%20cover%20their%20face%20and%20make%20space%20to%20control%20infection%20rates
https://youtu.be/jr09ByDYuq4


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform Donations 

We are always very grateful for any 

donations of uniforms that we receive and 

are asking that if there are any blazers or 

ties your child no longer needs that you 

consider donating these to the College. 

This year we anticipate that the need will 

be greater than ever and we urge you to 

donate any articles of uniform that you 

can.  

All donations need to be brought into 

reception so that we can ensure they are 

managed in line with current COVID-19 

related guidance. To facilitate the 

delivery of donations we have placed a 

donation bin in reception and ask simply 

that donations are left in there. We ask 

that when you come into College you 

adhere to government social distancing 

advice and that a face mask is worn.  

As ever, we are deeply indebted to you 

for your generosity during this 

unprecedented time, and over the years. 

Keep safe and well. 

 

 
 

 

PARENTS AND CARERS NOTICE 

If you have an enquiry or need to see a member of staff in 

person, please book an appointment in advance. 

Please do not enter the reception area unless you have 

booked an appointment. 
 

You may use our enquiries email if it’s helpful: 

enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk 
 

Thank you for your support and understanding. 

Prom Refunds  

In light of the current situation with 

COVID-19 and the legislation 

around large gatherings we have 

made the decision to refund all 

deposits paid for the 2020 Year 11 

Prom.  

We are very much hoping to still 

be able to hold a celebration 

event with our students and will 

look to organise something as 

soon as it is safe to do so. 

Refunds will be processed by the 

Finance Team over the next few 

weeks. 

Keep safe and well. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Reminder 

At Torpoint Community College we believe 

that the greater the attendance, the greater 

the achievement. We aim for an environment 

which enables and encourages all members of 

the community. For our students to gain the 

greatest benefit from their education it is vital 

that they attend regularly and be at the 

College, on time, every day. 

If your child is absent please contact the 

College as soon as possible on the first day of 

absence, and on each subsequent day of 

absence. If it is a planned absence, please 

complete an Absence Request Form. Please 

note that the law does not grant 

parents/carers an automatic right to take their 

children out of school during school term time. 

Parents/Carers  can commit an offence if they 

fail to ensure the regular and punctual 

attendance of their child at the school which 

the child is registered, unless the absence has 

been authorized by the school. 

If your request for absence is refused and you 

still take your child out of school on holiday in 

term time then we will refer the matter to 

Cornwall Council and they may decide to 

issue a Penalty Notice. Penalty Notices for 

absences of 5 days or more are £60 per parent 

per child.  

For more information please refer to the 

Attendance Policy displayed on the College 

Website.  

Face Masks 

We are very pleased with the way 

our students have embraced the 

wearing of face masks or 

coverings in College when 

walking through and or waiting in 

corridors, or when visiting a small 

or confined space. However, we 

are receiving an increased 

number of requests for facemasks 

where students have either lost or 

forgotten theirs. To try and 

address this, and ensure they 

have a face mask or covering at 

all times (including if they are 

using public transport), we would 

be grateful if you could arrange 

for your child to always carry a 

spare face mask or covering to 

school. Thank you for your 

support. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


