
 

 

JPL03/21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th March 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Further to the message I sent out to you last week regarding the government’s announcement on 
the roadmap for leaving lockdown, and the subsequent operational guidance published by the 
Department for Education setting out the requirements for secondary schools reopening, this is an 
update on the College’s reopening in the week commencing 8th March. 
 
As previously notified there will be a phased return of year groups in the period Monday 8th to 
Wednesday 17th March, with all students for whom consent has been obtained being tested 3 
times 3-5 days apart. The return and test dates are as follows: 
 

Date Returning to College 
(March) 

Year Group Testing Dates (March) 

Test 1 Test 2 Test 3 

Monday 8th 11 8th 11th 16th 

12 & 13 8th 11th 15th 

Tuesday 9th 10 9th 12th 17th 

Wednesday 10th 7 10th 15th 18th 

Tuesday 16th 9 16th 19th 23rd 

Wednesday 17th 8 17th 22nd 25th 

 
Catering arrangements 8th-19th March – unfortunately we will not be able to offer our normal 
catering provision in the first two weeks of reopening. The canteen will be closed between 8th-19th 
March. Please ensure your child comes to school with snacks and a packed lunch throughout this 
period, as well as a drinks bottle. Packed lunches will be made available for children eligible for 
Free School Meals.  
 
COVID-19 mass asymptomatic testing - on a year group’s first day back students will be required 
to assemble in their normal area, as before the current lockdown period, where they will be met 
by members of staff and taken to their tutor rooms ensuring the enhanced hygiene measures are 
followed. Once registered, seating plans will be checked and updated and your child will then 
receive a virtual “Welcome Back” assembly. This will include a short video on the COVID-19 testing 
that will be undertaken at the College. Individual tutor groups will then be called forward for 
testing and return to their tutor room and await their results; during their time in the classroom 
they will be follow a programme of tutor, mindfulness, health and wellbeing activities. Once all 
members of the year group have been tested (for whom consent has been given), and the results 
confirmed, they will resume their normal teaching timetable which we anticipate will be in period 
3 or 4. Face to face teaching will then continue thereafter. 
 
Those who have attended the Support School and already been tested will also follow the same 
programme of testing as outlined above. Once individuals have completed three tests at the 



 

 

College they will be issued a home test kit with accompanying instructions. Any further testing at 
the College will be by exception. Whilst the asymptomatic testing programme is voluntary, it is 
strongly encouraged that all students participate. 
 
COVID-19 symptoms- can I please remind parents not to send their child into College if they have 
COVID-19 symptoms or have had a positive test result, if they live with someone who has 
symptoms or has tested positive and are a household contact or if they are a close contact of 
someone who has COVID-19. Please follow the latest government guidelines in respect of 
symptomatic testing and self-isolation and notify the College as soon as possible if your child has 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
Face coverings – face coverings should now be worn in all areas, including classrooms, where 
social distancing can’t be maintained. This does not apply to situations where a face covering 
would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity e.g. PE lessons. We 
understand there will be some students who will be exempt from wearing face coverings. 
 
Bubbles and close contacts – there is no change to the College’s arrangements that were in place 
pre-lockdown regarding year group bubbles and close contacts. However, please note there has 
been an update to what close contact means: 
 

• Anyone who lives in the same household as someone with coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms or who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

• Anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) with a PCR or LFD test: 

o face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to- face 
conversation within 1 metre 

o been within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer without face-to-face contact 
o sexual contacts 
o been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off 

contact, or added up together over one day) 
o travelled in the same vehicle or a plane. 

 
Uniform – can I please ask that your child returns in full school uniform. On colder days, your child 
may wish to wear an extra layer of clothing underneath their uniform as teaching areas may be a 
little cooler than normal due to rooms being well ventilated. Students may wear a plain white t-
shirt under their shirt or a plain black jumper under their blazer. 
 
Attendance – school attendance will be mandatory for all students from 8 March. The usual rules 
on school attendance apply. Students who have been confirmed as clinically extremely vulnerable 
(CEV) should shield and stay at home as much as possible until further notice. They are advised not 
to attend school while shielding advice applies nationally. You may be asked for a letter providing 
confirmation that your child has been identified as CEV. 
 
Remote Learning – there will be a continued remote learning provision for year groups having to 
stay at home. This will be an asynchronous provision that follows their normal timetable as it has 
throughout the current lockdown.  
 



 

 

Support School – the Support School will remain open for vulnerable children and those of critical 
workers throughout the reopening transition period. It will close when all year groups have 
returned to the College on Wednesday 17th March. 
INSET Day – a reminder the College has an INSET day on Friday 5th March during which there will 
be no remote learning or Support School provision. 
 
I appreciate there is a great deal of information in respect of the College’s reopening from 8th 
March. Every effort is being made to make the transition as smooth as possible and we are really 
looking forward to having your child back in the classroom and resuming face to face teaching. We 
have a great deal to look forward to in the coming weeks: Spring, lighter mornings and evenings 
and the road map ahead which offers a glimmer of hope that some COVID-19 restrictions will start 
to be lifted. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Dr Jeremy Plumb 
Headteacher 


