
H E A D T E A C H E R ‘ S  M E S S A G E

Dr Jeremy Plumb

Thursday 1st April

PARENTS AND CARERS NOTICE

If you have an enquiry or need to 

see a member of staff in person, 

please book an appointment in 

advance.

Please do not enter the reception 

area unless you have booked an 

appointment.

Otherwise, you can use our 

enquiries email 

enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk

Thank you

ACADEMIC YEAR 2020/2021

SUMMER TERM: 19TH APRIL- 21st JULY

HALF TERM: 31st MAY- 4th JUNE

Dear Parent/Carer,

It’s hard to believe that it is just over a year since the 

start of the coronavirus pandemic. I know for some the 

time has flown by, and others it has felt like a long and 

drawn out period.  The common denominator for the 

whole of the College community is the pandemic has 

had an impact on all of our lives and generated many 

personal and professional challenges along the way.

However, the end of the Spring Term is now upon us and 

summer is fast approaching and I’m sure you are all 

looking forward to further relaxations in the lockdown 

restrictions and the resumption of some of the things that 

we used to take for granted. At this point I would like to 

pass on my sincere thanks for all your support and 

understanding to date. 

Over the last few weeks all students have returned to the 

classroom, whilst continuing with the COVID-19 mass 

asymptomatic testing programme. If your child has 

completed three lateral flow tests at the College they 

will have now been issued home test kits. A small number 

of students have tested positive in this period, two at the 

College and one using a home test kit, resulting in 

several children having to self-isolate and missing further 

face to face teaching. The remote learning provision 

has continued to be in place, but I understand this is no 

substitute for being in the classroom. Information has 

already been sent to you regarding home testing over 

the Easter break and your support in ensuring your child 

continues to complete this testing, including the evening 

before they return to College for the start of the summer 

term, will certainly help towards the collective effort in 

trying to reduce the transmission of the coronavirus.
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The College will continue to have staff available for the first six days of the Easter holiday i.e. up 
to and including Wednesday 7th April for contract tracing purposes. Therefore, please inform us 
if your child has either symptoms or a positive home LFD test within 2 days of them being at the 
College by e-mailing enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk with a subject header ‘Coronavirus 
symptoms / Positive Home LFD Test Result’ and provide your child’s name and the date they 
started to experience coronavirus symptoms or had a positive home LFD test. If your child has 
symptoms or a positive home LFD test more than 2 days after last being at College, this does not 
need to be reported to us. In such cases please follow the contact tracing instructions provided 
by NHS Test and Trace.

At the end of last week the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) published its guidance on the 
determination for A/AS Levels and GCSEs for Summer 2021. We have been working hard 
formulating the College’s plan for determining examination grades this year, and full details will 
be shared with both you and your children (including a video produced by Mrs Lockett) shortly. 
The process to determine grades is complex and there will be a number of checks and balances 
in place to ensure the information submitted to examination boards is as fair and accurate as 
possible.  The basis upon which grades will be determined for each subject area will be shared 
with students, so the process is open and transparent. Can I please ask that you don’t ask 
teachers for your child’s grades as they are not permitted to share this information.  JCQ 
guidance for students, parents and guardians can be found here. A reminder that this year’s 
A/AS Levels results day will be on 10th August, and GCSE and other Level 2 qualifications results 
day will be on 12th August. Information in respect of appeals will be shared with you in due 
course.

TCC is a community and every member of our community is important. Our job as a College is to 
make sure that students are safe, happy and learning.  We have identified ways that we will 
make sure we do this and although some of the details may seem small, they are all part of the 
identity of our school community so we expect everyone to follow the rules. 
Wearing the correct school uniform is the biggest visual indicator of our attitude to school and to 
learning.  We expect students to dress smartly so that they can focus entirely on working hard 
rather than worrying about how fashionable they look.  We are preparing our students to aim for 
successful careers that may require them to dress smartly.  Wearing the uniform correctly sets the 
standard high and establishes that we are here to get on with the business of succeeding. Can I 
please remind you that the wearing of black jumpers was only for the winter months and is no 
longer part of school uniform for the summer term.

I also understand the long period of lockdown has meant that some students’ uniform has fallen 
short of meeting the expected standards and we have asked those students to ensure they 
rectify the issues ready for the return after the Easter holidays. This includes the length and or 
material of skirts, and extreme hair colour. The students have been spoken to and we know they 
understand the requirements. Please feel free to email the Head of Year or Mrs Blandin-Neaves if 
you need any clarification. 

Finally, I would like to wish you a very Happy Easter. Please stay safe over the coming weeks and 
I look forward to welcoming back all year groups on Monday 19th April for the start of the 
Summer Term. Can I also ask that you regularly check SIMS Parent App for any updates we may 
be sending out in response to further advice and guidance published by the government.

Dr Jeremy Plumb

HEADTEACHER
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World Book Day

A global pandemic and national lockdown weren’t going to 

stop TCC students from celebrating World Book Day on 4th 

March.

Staff recorded themselves reading a book in disguise as part 

of the Masked Reader challenge and pupils were asked to 

guess who they were. Well done to Harry T who guessed all 

10 staff members correctly and won himself a book of his 

choice. Autumn F also won a book as her name was drawn 

from all other entries.

Many other activities were posted on the College Virtual 

Library for students to take part in. These included a Harry 

Potter Escape Room (well done Lilly CW for the quickest 

time). a live author event and a World Book Day quiz. 

All of our year 7 students received a World Book Day book, 

some of which are still available in the library (please ask 

your English teacher to collect from Mrs Hodgetts for you).

Well done and thank you to everyone who took part.

Mrs Hodgetts



S C I E N C E  W E E K  

We held our Science Week between the 5 – 14 March – a 10 day celebration of science, technology, engineering and 

maths, with this year’s theme being Innovation. KS3 students were involved in a variety of challenges:

Monday – Challenge 1 - Develop your Ideas – an opportunity for students to showcase their own innovations

Tuesday – Challenge 2 - TCC Great Science Bake off

Wednesday – Challenge 3 - National Poster Competition

Thursday – Challenge 4 – Experiments and Construction – suggestions of experiments and activities that students can 

do at home

Friday – Challenge 5 – Mission to Mars.

The TCC bake-off was a huge success with many entries! See the below page for more details and pictures.

Students also had the opportunity to enter a national poster competition. We had some superb entries and 5 of these 

will be selected to showcase the talent we have at TCC. A special mention must go to Ernie and Jessica of Year 7 

whose posters were inspired. Ernie has devised an automated pet feeding and stroking device whilst Jessica’s 

innovation encourages us all to go vegan one day per week.

Other challenges included ‘Experiments and Construction’ where students were given ideas on investigations that they 

could do with items from their kitchen cupboards. Addison in Year 8 attempted to make ‘Hot Ice’ with great 

success. He also demonstrated his excellent investigative skills by writing up a conclusion/evaluation of his 

experiment. Great work Addison!

Many students took part in ‘Mission to Mars’ whereby they signed up to have their names inscribed on a microchip 

which will be attached to the next probe that goes to Mars. For those students who signed up to the email they will find 

out if their submission has been successful! 

There is only really one contender for our Science Week Star award and that is Jessica of Year 7 whose enthusiasm for 

all things science shone throughout the week – she took part in every challenge! Well done Jessica!



S C I E N C E  W E E K- Great Scientific Bake off!

This year we held the second Great Scientific Bake-off in TCC. 

We were extremely impressed by a massive increase in the amount of entries, 29 in total and the 

quality of the science-themed cakes and buns produced by our KS3 and KS4 students were 

extremely impressive. The Science Department had a serious task on our hands voting to decide 

who deserved to be crowned the winner of this year’s competition. 

All students that entered have been awarded Kudos points and the top three prizes have been 

awarded a Scientific Bake-off Badge on Show My Homework. 

Prizes have also be distributed to the winners, along with a few special treats to some of the 

other entries that impressed the judges. 

Well done everyone!! We look forward to seeing even more entries next year.


