Wednesday
23rd 2021
March 2022
September
ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/2022
SPRING TERM 4th January – 8th April

Year 7 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 31st
March - Virtual on School Cloud
Easter Holidays 11th-22nd April
May Bank Holiday – Monday 2nd May
Torpoint Goes to the Movies Fashion Show
– Thursday 7th July

PARENTS AND CARERS NOTICE

If you have an enquiry or need to
see a member of staff in person,
please book an appointment in
advance.
Please do not enter the reception
area unless you have booked an
appointment.
Otherwise, you can use our
enquiries email
enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk
Thank you

H E A D T E A C H E R ‘ S M E S Young Minds A
GE
HEADTEACHER‘S MESSAGE
Dr Jeremy Plumb
Dear Parent/Carer,
We have had an incredibly busy and
challenging couple of weeks since I last wrote
to you. The very sad and tragic circumstances
surrounding the Russia Ukraine crisis has
enveloped the media headlines and political
landscape, with the Coronavirus pandemic (or
endemic depending on who one listens to)
somewhat pushed aside. However, it is very
clear that there has been a significant increase
in the number of Coronavirus transmissions both
locally and nationally and this is causing a
great deal of disruption to our daily operations.
Despite our best efforts to cover staff absence,
it has placed significant pressure on staff to try
and sustain an effective teaching and learning
provision and a safe environment for our
students. It is for this this reason that I had to
make the difficult decision, in consultation with
the Chair of Governors and Local Authority, for
Year’s 8 and 9 to remain at home and
complete remote learning this week.
On a more positive note, there was excellent
support for the College’s mufti day on Friday
11th March from which £493.78 was raised for
Team Seas. Thank you to our Student Council
for leading with this.

I would also like to congratulate Jake and Zach Stockley for the excellent work they
have been undertaking with the Dartmoor National Park Authority and for receiving their
John Muir Awards on 19th March in recognition of the time they have spent volunteering
as Junior and Youth Rangers.
On Monday 14th March members of the Town Council and local representatives were
joined by students from the College Council at the raising of the flag ceremony in
Sparrow Park. Further details on this event are contained in this newsletter.
Last Friday our Year 13 students started their internal exams as part of their preparations
for the formal exam season commencing in May. These will be completed by the end of
this week. Next week our Year 11 students will be completing their formal BTEC PE exams
online; good luck to all those students involved.
A reminder that we have our Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening on Thursday 31st March.
Can I please encourage Year 7 parents and carers to book their appointments with their
child’s teachers as soon as the window opens.
Finally, I would like to say thank you to Mrs Porter and all the adult volunteers who invest
a significant amount of their own time in supporting the College’s Ten Tors programme.
Last weekend the Ten Tors students camped out on Dartmoor and experienced a very
challenging couple of days as they navigated their way along particularly harsh terrain
in very strong winds. This was excellent preparation for the Ten Tors Event that will be
taking place between 6th to 8th May. Well done to all the students who are taking part in
the Ten Tors programme.
Yours sincerely,

Dr Jeremy Plumb
Headteacher

Fly A Flag for the Commonwealth 2022
On Monday 14th March members of the Town Council and local representatives were joined by
students from the College Council at the raising of the flag ceremony in Sparrow Park.
Fly a Flag for the Commonwealth is an occasion to acknowledge publicly and collectively the
continuing aspirations of the Commonwealth to build upon traditions and uphold our shared
values of democracy, inclusive development and respect for diversity.

Further details to follow soon!

Torpoint Community College Year 8 students win national art
competition!
In the week in which we marked the anniversary of Leon Greenman OBE’s death, we are
delighted to announce that our entry for the UCL Centre for Holocaust Education
#Leon111 has won the Key Stage 3 award.
Our colleagues at UCL are “humbled and moved by the many profound and
accomplished pieces of art produced by students in schools across the country” in
response to the competition. The Centre asked students to send in their artwork inspired by
the Holocaust Memorial Day theme of ‘One Day’ and the life of Leon Greenman.
In the Key Stage 3 category, they chose the piece put forward by Year 8 at Torpoint
Community College. The collective piece from Mrs Jones’ art group is a collection of work,
demonstrating a range of student responses, reflecting on the theme of ‘One Day’, writing
about a range of days in Leon’s life that met the Holocaust Memorial Day theme – days of
immense and sudden change and days of memory and reflection. In addition, the group
produced a range of portraits capturing Leon’s likeness at different times in his life, each
with radically different depictions of mood and tone. This allowed the piece to capture a
real variety of responses and artistic styles. The students brought their talents together to
produce a huge scale portrait of Leon to which the whole group contributed, as a large
memorial in the school community. Mrs Jones reflected that; The portrait was created
through the collaborative work of a group of young people. Each student worked on a
section of the portrait, meaning every piece is important in creating the whole, complete
image. Rather like pieces of a jigsaw, working in this collaborative way shows that great
things can be achieved when we work together. Listening, talking, and learning to
understand and respect the opinion of every other person, with no boundary of race,
colour, gender, religion or beliefs - our art work, ‘Leon Greenman, Portrait of a Holocaust
Survivor’ is dedicated to his memory. May he rest in peace.
Programme Director and Associate Professor, Ruth-Anne Lenga said of the entries;
“I am truly inspired by these powerful art pieces. They demonstrate a depth of
understanding of the trauma Leon experienced both during and after the Holocaust. That
comes through each work in contrasting ways demonstrating tremendous intelligence and
emotional grasp of the lasting impact of the Holocaust on those who witnessed it.
Congratulations to all those who entered this challenge. Leon, who was a dear friend of
mine, would have been deeply moved by these students’ creative efforts”.
Thank you very much and a huge, heartfelt well done to this year’s winners of the Leon111
competition; Ciprian, Ben, Caitlin, Joseph, Vinnie, Teagan, Lilly-May, Ruby, Freya, Lucas,
Jess, Max, Chloe, Daniel, Sophie, Sienna, Chloe, Aston, Esme, Shanae, Amaro, Lexie, Jack,
Ruby, Thea, Ellie and in particular, Mrs Jones.

Torpoint Community College Y8 students win national art
competition!

We held our Private View for our ‘Class of 21’ Post 16 Art exhibition on
Wednesday 16th March. It was lovely to see our ex Y13 students from
last year and their work on display in our gallery. Due to the pandemic
and lockdown this exhibition did not take place last year but it was
definitely worth the wait! Well done to all students and a big thankyou
to the Art team for presenting the work so professionally.

Cross Country News!
The cross country season has now come to a close. This great group of students has
attended weekly training sessions come rain or shine. It has been great to see their fitness
and confidence grow as the season has progressed.
Most of the students have attended Arena events at local schools. We are awaiting the final
results and places, which will be published soon. A special thanks to Steve Barker, who has
driven the team in the minibus, Mr Evans who has supervised the team for each event and
to the parents who have driven students to enable as many people to take part as possible I really appreciate it.
After Easter there will be a running club focused on track events in preparation for the
athletics season. I look forward to seeing many of the students from cross country attending
this club.

Attendance reminder
At Torpoint Community College we believe that the greater the attendance, the greater the achievement.
We aim for an environment which enables and encourages all members of the community. For our students
to gain the greatest benefit from their education it is vital that they attend regularly and be at College, on
time, every day.
If your child is absent please contact the College as soon as possible on the first day of absence, and on
each subsequent day of absence. If it is a planned absence, please complete an Absence Request Form.
Please note that the law does not grant parents/carers an automatic right to take their children out of
school during term time. Parents/carers can commit an offence if they fail to ensure regular and punctual
attendance of their child at the school which the child is registered, unless the absence has been
authorised by the school.
If your request for absence is refused and you still take your child out of school on holiday in term time then
we will refer the matter to Cornwall Council and they may decide to issue a Penalty Notice. Penalty Notices
for absences of 6 days or more are £60 per parent per child.

Good News – John Muir Awards for TCC Students!
On Saturday 19th March, Jake and Zach Stockley received their John Muir Awards in
recognition of the time they have spent volunteering as Junior and Youth Rangers for
Dartmoor National Park.
John Muir (1838 -1914) was a Scots-born American conservationist who was passionate
about the wild. He dedicated his life to protecting wild places and successfully
campaigned for the establishment of National Parks to safeguard vast tracts of land
including Yosemite Valley in California.
To gain these nationally recognised awards, Jake and Zach have worked alongside
specialists from Dartmoor National Park Authority including Rangers, Conservationists and
community groups to learn about Dartmoor’s habitats and special characteristics and to
gain the skills needed to undertake practical conservation tasks - whatever the weather!
The boys have repaired boardwalks, removed invasive species, learnt how to coppice
trees, removed scrub from archaeological sites and have restored sections of the granite
tramway at Haytor - to name but a few tasks.
Jake, who started volunteering as a Junior Ranger in 2018, is now a Youth Ranger and was
awarded the highest ‘Conserver’ Award. Zach has been a Junior Ranger since 2021 and
achieved the ‘Discoverer’ and ‘Explorer’ Awards. Congratulations to both!
www.johnmuirtrust.org

(Photo: copyright Dartmoor National Park Authority)

Torpoint students success in UK Intermediate Maths Challenge Competition!
Thirty five of our top mathematicians in Years 9, 10 and 11 took part in the UK
Intermediate Maths Challenge last month. The maths challenge is an hour paper that
contains a variety of questions that involve puzzles, problems, logic as well as maths,
which make them challenging and enjoyable to those taking part. It is a national
competition with the best mathematicians from all over the UK taking part. The paper is
designed to challenge the most able students and get them to think about
the maths skills that they need to use.
We want to congratulate all the students that participated in this challenging
competition, they all did very well and an amazing seventeen students achieved
awards.
There were Eleven Bronze Awards for Ruben, Josiah , Jessica, Phoebe , Sian , Kobi, Josh,
Owen, Mia, Jake and Harrison.

There were Four Silver Awards for Holly, Rosie, Bridgette and Ross.
We also had two Gold Awards for Zak and Ben. These two students did so well that they
now get to participate in the next round of the competition, the Pink Kangeroo Round!
Best in Year Awards also went to Josiah, Holly and Ben. Well done!

British Science Week at TCC
TCC Year 8 students have been learning all about growth as part of this year’s British Science Week.
British Science Week is an annual celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths to raise
awareness, spark enthusiasm and celebrate how science links with the world every day. This week TCC
students enjoyed a range of activities all linked to the theme of growth.
The first challenge saw students investigate whether the jelly-like juice around tomato seeds contains a
hormone that prevents germination and what affect, if any, a germination inhibitor from one kind of
plant has on another kind of plant. Students used a pestle and mortar to isolate the juice of a
tomato. They then prepared two growth mediums for cress seeds, one which has been watered with
the ‘hormone-laced’ tomato juice and the other with water as a control in order to make a
comparison. Students are being careful to keep conditions the same for both growth mediums in order
to collate valid results. We are hoping to be able to report on the results within a fortnight. If their
predictions are proved correct we would expect to see the seeds moistened with water to germinate
and the ones moistened with tomato juice not to germinate. Watch this space.
The second activity saw students compete in a fun vertical challenge building towers with spaghetti and
marshmallows. Students were inspired to build the tallest of towers with the added challenge of building
a circuit to add a beacon to the tops of their towers. Students used problem-solving strategies to create
their designs. They had to also focus on collaboration and teamwork skills, to ensure they create a tower
that stayed upright. Students took inspiration from the design features of the Burj Khalifa in Dubai which
is currently the world’s tallest tower.
The third challenge saw students being inspired by a story of an ancient Roman science-artist living in the
town of Herculaneum who noticed that there were salt crystals growing on the hull of a few of the
boats. The crystals varied in size and on a particularly dirty boat, there were crystals of different
colours. Students experimented with an assortment of metal salts in order to produce crystal
gardens. They were encouraged to use different metal salts and arrange them in visually pleasing
ways. There were a few surprises with some salts changing colour as their crystals grew and other crystals
taking longer than expected. This activity proved an excellent opportunity for developing observational
skills and students enjoyed watching their gardens grow.
Well done Year 8 – we always have fun in our science lessons but its always good to have an opportunity
to veer off the curriculum and explore some new ideas.
In addition to the Year 8 activities, all students at KS3 had the opportunity to take part in the national
British Science week poster competition. We had some fantastic entries based on the theme of growth
and it is going to be very difficult to choose just 5 entries to put forward to this national competition as
the standard was very high. I was really impressed with the students imaginative take on the theme and
have enjoyed learning from their posters:
Bella – Japanese knotweed
Tabatha – Growing plants in space
Oscar – Devil’s toothpaste
Elyse – How coral Reefs grow
Anonymous – Our population (if this is yours please let us know your name!)
Levvy – Growth of an Ant colony
Felix – Plant growth.
Later in the year, Year 9 students will take part in the British Biology Challenge; a national competition
that aims to stimulate curiosity for the natural world and encourages students to take an interest in
Biology outside of the classroom.

British Science
Week at TCC
Poster Designs

A certain amount of stress is a normal part of daily life. Small doses of stress help people
meet deadlines, be prepared for presentations, be productive and arrive on time for
important events. However, long-term stress can become harmful.
Revising for several different subjects can seem overwhelming at first. However, revision
can be a doddle if time is organised wisely!
Here are our suggestions for successful revision:
1) Make sure to create a revision timetable. There is a colour & black white version of a
revision timetable on SMHW.
2) Allocate revision slots to each subject. Make sure you prioritise subjects which you need
to improve in the most!
3) Make sure you allocate yourself reasonable time for breaks, meals, exercise and leisure.
4) Set yourself realistic targets and work diligently to complete them.
5) Don't just read your textbook... Make notes and test yourself. Attempt plenty of
questions and past papers in test conditions.
6) Check out hints and tips on the YoungMinds website
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/exam-stress/
7) Try to fit in everything you need to and do your very best to stick to your schedule!
8) Remember to stay positive! You will feel better when you are productive and achieve
your targets.

9) Aim to do your very best. That is the most anybody can ask of you!

