
ACADEMIC YEAR 2022/23

AUTUMN TERM 5th September – 16th December

Thursday 13th October 2022

Thursday 13th October - Year 9 Parents’ 

Evening

Half Term – Monday 24th to Friday 28th

October

Wednesday 2nd November – Virtual 

Tutor Support Evening

Thursday 17th November – Post 16 

Open Evening

Thursday 15th December - Christmas 

Party Pieces

PARENTS AND CARERS NOTICE

If you have an enquiry or need to 

see a member of staff in person, 

please book an appointment in 

advance.

Please do not enter the reception 

area unless you have booked an 

appointment.

Otherwise, you can use our 

enquiries email 

enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk

Thank you

Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

This term has certainly flown by with the 

October half term break nearly upon us. 

This week we look forward to our Year 9 

Parents’ Evening. These events are 

particularly important as they provide an 

opportunity for teachers to discuss with you 

how your child is doing both academically 

and in College generally, and how we can 

work together to best support them in the 

future.

This week there have been assemblies for 

all year groups on mental health and 

wellbeing. We also had a mufti day on 

Monday, which was World Mental Health 

Day, for ‘HelloYellow’. Staff and students 

dressed in a sea of yellow to show young 

people that how they feel matters, and to 

help us create a future where all young 

people get the mental health support they 

need and when they need it.

Last week Ofqual published details on the 

arrangements for examination gradings for 

2023. They have confirmed that they will 

return to the pre-pandemic grading as the 

next step in getting back to normal, but 

they will give the 2023 cohort some 

protection against any impact of the 

COVID-19 disruption. They are expecting 

mailto:enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk


Yours sincerely,

Dr Jeremy Plumb

Headteacher

the overall results in 2023 to be much closer to pre-pandemic years than results 

since 2020. What this means is that results in 2023 will be lower than in 2022. For those 

students re-sitting GCSE English or Maths in November, exam boards will align the 

November 2022 grading with the standards from Summer 2022.

We saw the return of Geography field trips last week with groups visiting both 

Plymouth and Looe. This is an important part of the Geography curriculum and a 

valuable experience for our students.

Finally, on behalf of all members of the College, I would like to offer my sincerest 

thanks to Mr Colin Parton who stood down as Chair of Governors last month after 

more than ten years of service in this role. Mr Parton committed a huge amount of 

his personal time in supporting both me and the College throughout this period, 

and helping, advising and challenging (where necessary) on a myriad of areas. I 

am delighted Mr Parton is continuing to serve on the Board of Governors as the 

Vice Chair. I am pleased to welcome Mrs Lynne Nobes as the College’s new Chair 

of Governors and I very much look forward to working with Lynne in the future.



Sports Fixture News

East Cornwall Schools Tournament – 28th September 2022

Year 9 Girls Football

On Wednesday 28th September, 8 talented Year 9 footballers travelled to Callington 

Community College to play in the East Cornwall Schools Tournament. This was the first time 

that most of these girls had represented the College and they certainly were a credit to the 

school. We played 5 games against schools in East Cornwall and for our first run out as a 

team, held our way very well. 

All students played a part in the team, and a special mention to April, Melissa, Olivia and 

Eppie who all took a turn in goal, making some brilliant saves to keep Torpoint in the running. 

Alisa was our star defender of the day causing mayhem at the back, preventing the other 

schools from scoring more goals. Saskia was brilliant in the middle of the pitch, using her skill 

and experience to command the team. Keira was a reliable midfielder and made several 

key passes throughout the game. The girls in goal also had crucial parts to play outfield with 

Eppie and April also commanding within the defence, and Melissa making some key runs 

down the wing. Olivia was an all rounder playing in many positions to help the team out. 

Overall, a good match and a positive first run out for the Year 9 girls.

If anyone is interested in joining girls football, all training takes place after school on the front 

field. Don’t worry if you don’t have shin pads or boots, as we have spares in PE you can 

borrow!

Years 7 and 8: Mondays 

Years 9-11: Wednesdays

Any questions, please come and speak to Miss Rowe.  

Year 8 Netball

There were also 15 talented Year 8 girls who travelled to Callington to play netball in the East 

Cornwall Schools Tournament. This was especially momentous for Year 8, as it was the first 

opportunity they as a year group have had for netball fixtures. For most, it was the first time 

they have represented the College and they were a true credit to the school! We were 

fortunate enough to take two teams and were up against 5 other schools within the 

tournament. 

Although the girls were divided into two teams, they sought to ensure Torpoint was on top 

and encouraged one and other throughout. They should all be proud of themselves for 

being so supportive, respectful and playing well as a team. This was commended upon by 

another school. Across the two teams and five matches played, only one game was lost-

only by a single point! Overall, a fantastic start to the tournament for Year 8 netball. 

If anyone is interested in joining Year 8 netball, please come along to training after school on 

Tuesdays. All abilities are welcome. Please speak to Miss Pearson for any queries.  



Year 7 Netball

Finally, the College sent a team of 7 talented Year 7 girls to compete in the same 

tournament. This was the first netball event of the year and the girls were competing 

against 5 other schools.

And what a start to the tournament it was! Penny as captain, delegated the team’s 

positions, allowing for smooth transitions between each half. Evie, as centre commanded 

the flow of the game and worked with Daisy, Ruby, Poppy and Ellie to dominate the 

attacking thirds, working effortlessly together to get the ball to the shooting third. Our star 

defenders Elsa, Siri and Penny continued to prevent the ball from reaching the 

opposition’s shooting third and made some lovely interceptions and several key passes 

throughout the game - the team won over every centre pass. This allowed multiple shots to 

be scored by Daisy, Ellie and Ruby and led the team to win 12-0 in the first match and 10-0 

in the second game. Torpoint Year 7 netball team undefeated! 

Unbelievable results for the first round of the tournament and on top of this, the girls were a 

true credit to the school. Not only for their performance but for their amazing 

sportsmanship. They should all be so proud! Please congratulate the girls if you see them. 

If anyone is interested in joining Year 7 netball, please come along to training after-school 

on Wednesdays. All abilities are welcome. Please speak to Miss Pearson for further 

information. 



Attendance Reminder

At Torpoint Community College we believe that the greater the attendance, the greater the 

achievement. We aim for an environment which enables and encourages all members of the 

community. For our students to gain the greatest benefit from their education it is vital that they 

attend regularly and be at College, on time, every day.

If your child is absent please contact the College as soon as possible on the first day of absence, 

and on each subsequent day of absence. If it is a planned absence, please complete an 

Absence Request Form. Please note that the law does not grant parents/carers an automatic 

right to take their children out of school during term time. Parents/carers can commit an offence 

if they fail to ensure regular and punctual attendance of their child at the school which the child 

is registered, unless the absence has been authorised by the school.

If your request for absence is refused and you still take your child out of school on holiday in term 

time then we will refer the matter to Cornwall Council and they may decide to issue a Penalty 

Notice. Penalty Notices for absences of 6 days or more are £60 per parent per child.

Wellbeing news!

We are delighted to welcome Next Steps South West (NSSW) university outreach back to TCC 

to deliver sessions to students showing them how to use the CareerPilot website – a fantastic 

website that allows students to research their options at 14+, 16+ and 18+. 

Along with Unifrog, both websites allow students to research a wide ranger of careers and 

next steps. Students in each Year 9 and 10 wellbeing class will have a session with NSSW over 

this term, and Year 11 classes will have a session from NSSW all about their next steps and level 

3 qualifications. 

Year 11 students have had an assembly all about the courses on offer from Cornwall 

College, and in particular Duchy College. This assembly highlighted the types of courses 

and apprenticeships that students can study at Duchy after Year 11 or Year 13. Year 11 

students can sign up for taster sessions at Duchy College that will take place in the October 

half term – please see the Cornwall College Duchy College website for further information. 



Christmas Party Pieces – Thursday 15th December 2022

Rehearsals are well underway for this year’s Christmas Party Pieces event and we 

have many exciting acts lined up including students, teachers and friends of TCC 

ready to take part. It is not too late to join in with any of the groups rehearsing below.  

See Mr Entwistle in SSC for a letter asap! Rehearsals are after school from 3.30-4.30pm

Tuesday – Year 7 Singing ‘Sparkle and Shine’

Thursday – All Years Party Pieces Singers

Friday – Party Pieces band practise. 

Our Wednesday dance group are also working hard on their routines  - well done to 

all students involved for their commitment and energy so far, it should be a great 

event. Watch this space for ticket information after half term! Miss Bell 

Devon & Cornwall Police – Passive Drugs Dog visit 

On 10th October the College was happy to welcome a visit from ‘Sky’. Sky is a 

lovely friendly Labrador with an incredible nose. Devon and Cornwall police 

take Sky into schools, festivals and events where she can put her amazing nose 

into action. Drugs dogs are usually gun dogs such as German short-haired 

pointers, labradors and spaniels. Proactive drugs dogs are used to search 

premises, vehicles and areas for drugs and to let their handlers know when 

drugs have been found. Passive drugs dogs screen the air around individuals, 

and are often used at concerts and outside night clubs. As well as detecting 

drugs, they act as a visible deterrent. Sky has been trained to alert for any form 

of drugs and she is part of the Devon and Cornwall Initiative aimed at keeping 

drugs out of schools. On the day Sky was accompanied by police officers and 

she happily sniffed all of our Year 10 and 11 students and their teachers. 

We were very pleased that as a result no drugs were found. Keeping schools a 

safe and drug free place for children is an important part of Sky’s work. 








