
ACADEMIC YEAR 2022/23

SPRING TERM 3rd January  – 31st March 

Wednesday 11th January 2023

Wednesday 18th January – Face to Face 

Post 16 Parents’ Evening (book 

appointments on School Cloud)

Friday 27th January – Deadline for Year 9 

Options (forms in to reception)

Thursday 2nd February – Face to Face Year 

11 Parents’ Evening

Half Term – Monday 13th to Friday 17th

February 

PARENTS AND CARERS NOTICE

If you have an enquiry or need to 

see a member of staff in person, 

please book an appointment in 

advance.

Please do not enter the reception 

area unless you have booked an 

appointment.

Otherwise, you can use our 

enquiries email 

enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk

Thank you

Headteacher’s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year! Welcome to the start of 

the Spring Term and we have a very busy few 

months ahead of us here at the College. I 

hope you managed to enjoy some quality 

time over the Christmas period although, if 

you’re like me, where did the time go?

On Tuesday of this week we ran our Year 9 

Options Evening. This was then followed by 

the Year 11 Mock Results Evening on 

Wednesday. I hope you found these 

important events valuable and the 

information useful for Year 9 and 11 students 

respectively. 

This is a very important term for our Year 11 

and 13 students as they complete the final 

stages of their studies before sitting their 

formal exams in the summer. It is crucial that 

they use this time wisely, and to speak to their 

teachers if they have any worries or 

concerns. We have an array of Revision 

Clubs and Intervention Sessions which all 

students are welcome to attend.

Ofqual have now published how students will 

be supported with GCSE and A level 

examinations in the summer of 2023. Mr 

Golding has published this information and 

mailto:enquiries@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk


Yours sincerely,

Dr Jeremy Plumb

Headteacher

students will still get support in GCSE mathematics, physics and combined 

science with formulae and equation sheets.  

Last week the College conducted an announced fire drill as part of our robust 

health and safety procedures. The behaviour of the students was excellent, the 

whole College was evacuated and all students and staff were accounted for 

within 7 minutes from sounding the alarm. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the College has a broad 

range of extra-curricular activities available to our students. Details on what is 

taking place, when and where can be found on the College website.



Exams Information for students and parents/carers from OFQUAL and DFE

Dear student,

You have shown so much resilience during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and continue to do so as we 
move towards normality as a country.

As Chief Regulator my job is to make sure that the exams and formal assessments you take are as fair as they 
can be, setting you up for the right opportunities in the next stages of your education, employment and life.

I’ve listened to students who were taking their qualifications in the summer of 2022 and the arrangements for 
2023 have been made very much with that feedback, and your best and long-term interests, in mind. Below 
you will find a summary of what we are doing to support you in your forthcoming exams and assessments.

Arrangements for GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2023
Formulae and equation sheets will be given in GCSE maths, physics, and combined science exams, so students 
do not need to memorise as much. In GCSE modern foreign languages, the exams do not have to test 
unfamiliar vocabulary. Exams may still contain unfamiliar vocabulary, but exam boards can give meanings for 
words that are not on their vocabulary lists.

Exam boards have also set aside ‘contingency days’ in the exam timetable. These days would be used in the 
unlikely event that exams had to be moved because they could not take place when planned. These are the 
afternoons of 8 and 15 June, and on 28 June, so students need to be available.

Grading for GCSE, AS and A levels in 2023
Grading will be back to normal this summer. But there is some protection in place for GCSE and A level student 
cohorts this summer.

Broadly speaking this means that a typical student who would have achieved, say, an A grade in an A level 
qualification before the pandemic will be just as likely to get an A in 2023, even if their performance in the 
assessments is a little weaker in 2023 than it would have been before the pandemic.

Contingency arrangements
Ofqual has provided guidance for teachers so that they can save evidence of student performance. This 
evidence would only be used to determine Teacher Assessed Grades in the very unlikely event that exams 
could not go ahead.

Schools and colleges have been told that evidence should come from the mock exams that students normally 
take. Teachers should let students know when they are taking assessments that could be used, but students 
should just approach them as they normally would.



Ten Tors training – Sunday 8th January 2023

Students training for the Ten Tors Challenge had a mixture of weather when they 

completed their first walk of 2023.  There was a tiny bit of sun, but this came 

between heavy showers of rain, sleet and hail.  However, the attitude of the 

students was positive as they visited checkpoints close to the military ring road near 

Okehampton Army Camp.  

Many thanks to our volunteers who were out braving it with the students, and well 

done to all who took part!

Students need to check their calendar for the next walk and training session.



Careers News:

  

When: Sunday 22nd January 2023 
Where: Home Park Stadium, PAFC 

Regi st er  Now  at https://www.ymcaplymouth.org.uk/education/bpe/ 





Attendance Reminder

At Torpoint Community College we believe that the greater the attendance, the 

greater the achievement. We aim for an environment which enables and 

encourages all members of the community. For our students to gain the greatest 

benefit from their education it is vital that they attend regularly and be at College, 

on time, every day.

If your child is absent please contact the College as soon as possible on the first day 

of absence, and on each subsequent day of absence. If it is a planned absence, 

please complete an Absence Request Form. Please note that the law does not 

grant parents/carers an automatic right to take their children out of school during 

term time. Parents/carers can commit an offence if they fail to ensure regular and 

punctual attendance of their child at the school which the child is registered, unless 

the absence has been authorised by the school.

If your request for absence is refused and you still take your child out of school on 

holiday in term time then we will refer the matter to Cornwall Council and they may 

decide to issue a Penalty Notice. Penalty Notices for absences of 6 days or more are 

£60 per parent per child.



We all have days when we feel anxious, worried, low, sad or angry. Having emotions like this 

are a normal part of life in response to challenging things that happen to us, and can let us 

know that we need to take action. 

If you’ve been dealing with difficult feelings on your own for a while, particularly if you’re 

finding it difficult to do the things you need to do, such as sleeping well, socialising and 

studying, then reaching out and asking for help is important, but how? 

Pause, take a breath, and think about how you are feeling and who you might talk to.

Children's Mental Health week is 6th - 12th February, the theme this year 

is  
 
This week is all about encouraging young people to talk about their mental health, making 
connections with others & raise awareness of wellbeing and mental health; this is lead by 

the charity Place2Be https://www.place2be.org.uk/ 
Please keep an eye on the SatchelOne & tutor noticeboards to see what will be happening 
at TCC to get involved in Children's Mental Health Week 2023!  




