
ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/24

Summer Term 
15th April- 19th July

Friday 26th April 2024

6th June: Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Week beginning 10th June: Year 10 

Work Experience week

Week beginning 17th June: Year 12 

Work Experience week. 

Timings of the day

REPORTING YOUR ABSENCE REMINDER

We are currently experiencing a high number of 

unreported student absence. 

When a student doesn’t arrive at College, and we 

haven’t received any notification from the parent/carer, 

this is a safeguarding concern. In order to support the 

College, and to allow us to quickly identify any potential 

safeguarding concern, we ask that you contact us 

before 9am on the day of absence. If your child is likely 

to be absent for more than one day, please inform us of 

their expected return date. 

How can I report absence?

Email:  absence@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk 

Call: 01752 812511 

Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Important notification of change to the College 

Calendar - TCC will be closed to students on Monday 22nd  

and Tuesday 23rd July due to essential maintenance works.

I am writing to inform you that due to the age of the school 

building and the requirement to update the electrical and 

mechanical structures, we will be having extensive building 

works starting in July for approximately 12 months. This will 

impact the day to day running of the College and cannot 

be completed outside of term time.

The first phase of the works involves upgrading the canteen 

area of the College and is a particularly challenging 

project. We are therefore required to lengthen the time 

available to the contractors by closing the College on 

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd  July. I sincerely apologise for 

any inconvenience this may cause and assure you it is not a 

decision that has been taken lightly.

We will provide learning activities for students to complete 

at home during the closure days. If your child is in receipt of 

Free School Meals, arrangements will be made for you to 

receive vouchers for the period your child should have been 

in school. There will also be provision at the College for 

vulnerable students if required. Parents will be contacted 

about this in due course.

Below is a more detailed explanation of the works for your 

information:

Torpoint Community College is typical of many secondary 

schools within Cornwall having been constructed and 

extended in multiple phases since the 1960s. The main 

mechanical and electrical infrastructure serving the schools 

is coming to an end of its serviceable life, and the 

distribution routes for these services is particularly complex 

and in many cases is not suitable for the installation of new 

services.

continued on next page 
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Term Time Holidays

We have seen a significant increase in term time 

holidays being requested this year. Parents/Carers 

are reminded that an absence request form will 

need to be completed and returned to the school 

Reception prior to taking your child out of school 

during term time. Forms can be obtained via the 

school website or from the school Reception. 

Torpoint Community College must follow Cornwall 

Council Policy and guidance about Holidays taken 

during term time. We are aware that Cornwall 

Council are fining families for time off during term 

time and unpaid fines are resulting in court action. 

We have been informed that the average fines 

from unpaid holidays during term time is £1,500. 

Following numerous surveys, it is evident the scope of remedial works required to be undertaken cannot be 

addressed during summer holiday periods alone. Therefore, construction activities are also being planned to 

be undertaken throughout term time with a 13 phase programme currently in place. Work is expected to 

take 12-14 months to complete, with temporary modular classrooms being brought on site (two classrooms) 

and spare classrooms used to vacate areas to allow a contractor to complete the requisite works. 

There is an extensive programme of works planned for 2024/25 including the replacement of the electrical 

distribution system, replacement of the hot and cold water services running through corridors and domestic 

hot and cold water in classrooms, repairs to the existing heating distribution pipework where necessary, new 

data cabling and replacement of the fan convector units. It is also hoped shower cubicles will be fitted in 

the boys’ and girls’ PE changing rooms and the units in the Food Technology room replaced and updated.

 

We have consulted with Cornwall Council, who are fully aware of the scope of works, and who have 

approved the closure of the College to students at the end of this term. We appreciate the disruption this 

may cause, and I would like to apologise in advance for this. Unfortunately, we have little control over the 

extent of the works that need to be undertaken, which is the largest single project of its kind completed in 

any Cornish school, but they are essential and will future proof the College for many years to come.

Should you have any concerns regarding the end of term arrangements please do not hesitate to contact 

the College

Yours sincerely,

Dr Jeremy Plumb

Headteacher



Back in the Summer of 2023, The Box Museum in Plymouth offered a professional 

development training session for teachers of Art and DT in the South West, which we 

applied for and have had the pleasure of recently attending. As a result of this, 

Torpoint Community College was invited to participate in a collaborative project, 

‘DesignLab Nation’, linking The Box Museum, The Victoria and Albert Museum and 

our school. 

After two further training sessions for staff leading on DLN at The Box, and the V & A, 

TCC were fully prepared for the project. We were able to network with staff 

members from other local schools who had also been successful in participating in 

this opportunity, which is heavily subsidized by the V & A.

Design Lab Art & Design Trips 



On Monday 15th April, a group of our 

Year 10 Art and Design students set 

out on day one of our DesignLab 

Nation experience. Lead by Adam 

Murray, Education Facilitator at The 

Box, the students were briefed fully 

on their Design Brief, entitled 

‘Plymouth, City of the Future’, the 

goal being; To design and build a 

model for an existing building in 

Plymouth to be repurposed and fit 

for the needs of Plymouth citizens in 

the year 2050. The students were 

given a tour of the gallery spaces in 

The Box and engaged in some 

drawing and experimentational 

sculpture workshops, lead by local 

artist, Anna Boland in the morning as 

well as a blustery walking/drawing 

tour of Plymouth in the afternoon.



On Tuesday 16th April, day two of the project began 

at 5am, with the students travelling to The V&A 

Museum, in South Kensington, London. The day 

involved visiting various galleries within the museum, 

and working with their education facilitators, lead 

by Mel Whittaker. They participated in further 

drawing and sculpture workshops during the visit 

with the goal to source ideas and gain inspiration 

for their design brief. An exhausted group then 

arrived back at TCC at 10pm, but the adventure 

was not by any means over yet!



On Friday 19th April, day three, lead by Professor Alejandro De Veynes 

(Plymouth Uni), Mel Whitakker (V & A), Adam (The Box) and Anna 

Boland (the artist) the students were invited to explore some of 

amazing the facilities at Plymouth University. For students interested in 

STEM, the morning was inspirational, as they explored state of the art 

technology in their Immersive Media Lab. The students ascended the 

stairs to then visit the Architecture Department on the top floor of the 

Roland Levinsky Building. The University students were on hand to 

answer any questions, and our students saw model-making in 

progress, both digitally and crafted by hand. Finished models by 

previous university students were on show in the studio. The view itself 

was incredible, and the students could see across the city of 

Plymouth, in readiness for redesigning one of its iconic buildings. In 

addition, students were treated to a visit to the Immersive Vision 

Theatre, lead by Professor Mike Phillips, in which you can view films 

and animation from an immersive dome perspective. Links to 

technologies used for Careers in Film-making, Animation, 

Architecture, Heritage work, Biological Sciences, and Health Care 

were all apparent. With all this inspirational material, the students 

were then tasked with another sculpting workshop, involving 

problem-solving and working in teams.



On Monday 22nd April, day 4 of the project, the students were invited 

back to The Box for a day spent designing and building their models 

for their final outcomes. They worked diligently in small groups to 

problem-solve and realise their intentions, guided by Adam and 

Anna and of course, our own TCC Art team. Their models were a 

range of well considered, hand-crafted, thoughtful design solutions. 

They then presented their ideas to the rest of the group, encouraging 

them to develop their communication skills. The students rose to the 

challenge, showing maturity and positively engaging throughout the 

4 days and we couldn’t be prouder of them.

‘DesignLab Nation’ has been a great opportunity for our TCC Art and 

Design students, and I hope it will inspire a future generation of artists, 

sculptors, architects, urban designers, museum curators, game 

designers, and many more careers in the creative and STEM 

industries.  

We hope to be returning to The Box Museum on Wednesday 5th June 

to participate in the ‘DesignLab Nation Celebration event, where we 

look forward to sharing the group’s achievements. Many thanks to 

the students, parents and carers and TCC staff who participated in 

and supported this project.



Year 10 Mathematics Taster Day at the University 

of Plymouth.

Mr Watkins and Mrs Porter had the pleasure of 

taking nine year 10 students to the University of 

Plymouth for a Mathematics taster day. The 

students were split into two groups with each 

group having 3 workshops to attend. After a quick 

introduction to the day, it was off to the first of the 

workshops. After a short break, we were off again 

to the second workshop.

During the lunch break Mr Watkins did his best to 

try and take some photographs of the day. 

However, as there was so much to see, the results 

were not as good as one would hope.

After the third workshop, we all meet up 

again for the final presentation on Money, 

Magic, Measures, Maps and Mistakes. We 

were not surprised to find out it was 

Mathematics, that was the M linking them all 

together.

We all agreed that the best workshop was the 

card trick. As luck would have it, Mrs Porter, 

being a much better photographer than Mr 

Watkins, managed to snap her group in the 

midst of conversation on how the trick works 

using modular arithmetic. A topic not taught 

at GCSE level.

A great trip with great students.
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