
GCSE Success Evening 
Tuesday 7th October 2025 



18:00 – Headteacher’s welcome (JPL)

18:05 - Head of Year address (LHE)

18:20 – Supporting your child to revise effectively (CLO)

18:35 – subject spotlight – maths 

18:45 - subject spotlight – English 

18:55 - subject spotlight – science

19:05 – 19:30 – Opportunity to chat to staff 

Supporting your Child



HEADTEACHER’S WELCOME ADDRESS



HEAD OF YEAR ADDRESS



KEY DATES





Careers

Tonight we are pleased to welcome Next Steps South West and 
Charmaine Scrace from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP).

•Year 11 students have been working on CVs during tutor time in 
preparation for their Practice Interview Morning on 21st October.

•We’re excited to host over 20 guests who will support students with:
• Practising interview-style questions
• Sharing insights into their career sectors

•This week, Year 11s will also hear from Falmouth University Outreach 
during PSHE, focusing on applying to Higher Education.



Tuesday 11th November 2025

5 weeks from now, students 
will sit mock exams in the 
hall. 



Thursday 8th January 2026

Mock results will be 
published at year 11 parents 
evening. 



Examination 
Dates

• The first written GCSE exam is on 
7th May 2026

• The very last exam day is on 24th 
June 2026



Wednesday 24th June 2026 



Thursday 20st August 2026 

You will be able to collect your examination results between 
9am and 11am 



Friday 3rd 
July 2026



MAXIMISING THE TIME LEFT



4 school weeks 
until mocks

30 weeks and 24 
school weeks 
until GCSEs begin



Attendance Matters 

Good attendance is key to ensuring that you are safe , healthy and successful in your learning.

How do I know my attendance? 



Study Spaces

ROOM 1Library 

Friday: Lunchtime
Friday: After College

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 

Lunchtimes

HWK Club 
Room 1 

Mondays and Wednesdays 
after college

Daily 
Intervention/ 
revision 
sessions 



Intervention Sessions 



Intervention Sessions 
Monday Lunchtime PE- Room 5- CPE

Science- (Week 1) Room 23- ESH

Revision Skills- Room 10- LHE
After College Drama (Week 2) Room 52- CCO

DT/Art intervention- Room 30- RLO

Food Tech- EBA

History- Room 14- KRI
Tuesday Lunchtime Geography- Room 54- SGA NLU

Pe- Room 5- CPE

Drama- Week 1 Room 52- CCO
After College Geography- 3.10-3.50- Room 54 SGA

DT/Textiles 3.20-5- EBE Room 36

Food Tech- EBA
Wednesday Lunchtime Physics- LBA

French- Room 69- KJO

Spanish (Week 1 foundation- Week 2 higher) KMU
After College Chemistry- Room 21- LOD

Physics- 3.20-3.45- Room 15-LPR

French- Room 69- KJO
Thursday Lunchtime English- Room 5- CPE for 11FPE/CPE

Computer Room 1 open
Friday Lunchtime English- Room 10 LHE

After College Revision skills- Until 4pm Room 10- LHE



THE TUTOR PROGRAMME



How Tutor Sessions Will Run

To maximise the time left, we are making a change to tutor 
sessions to support students to achieve success in the core 
subjects.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Steps to 
Success

English/
Maths

English/
Maths

English/
Maths

Assembly

This gives students an extra 1.5 hours a week of targeted revision 

delivered by specialist teachers in core subjects. 

That’s 36 hours before the start of exams. 



How Tutor Sessions Will Run

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Steps to 
Success

English/
Maths

English/
Maths

English/
Maths

Assembly

Current Maths set Maths English 

AMA Mr Watkins Mrs Hodgkinson
GBA Mr Watkins Mrs Hodgkinson
CBA/MBL Mr Maestri Mr/Mrs Pease
GST Mr Maestri Mr/Mrs Pease
JSE Miss Stacey Miss Doidge
LWA Miss Stacey Miss Doidge



COPING WITH EXAMS



Coping with exam stress

Image result for writing icon

Keep Talking Time out Sleep Develop a plan
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MISS LOCKETT - EFFECTIVE REVISION



Effective Revision



The Ebbinghaus Forgetting curve 





Know the strategies 
that work:

• Interleaving 

• Retrieval Practice

• Self-quizzing 

• Flashcards



Interleaving 

Mixing subjects and topics when revising is 
shown to be more effective.



‘Desirable Difficulty’ 

The more effort put into retrieval, the greater the learning.

Revision needs to be challenging and test what information you can 
retrieve from your long term memory into your working memory .

Its needs to active. It is not highlighting a set of notes or simply 
reading 
a page in your book 



Retrieval practice involves recreating something you’ve learned 
in the past from your memory, and thinking about it right now. 

In other words, a while after you’ve learned something by 
reading it in a book or hearing it in a class or from a teacher, 
you need to bring it to mind (or “retrieve” it). 

The word after is really important; you need to forget the 
information at least a little in order for retrieval to be effective! 

You don’t want to just immediately recite what you see in the 
book or what the teacher told you, but rather you want to bring 
the information to mind on your own, once it starts to get a 
little more difficult to remember what you studied.



If your teacher provides practice 
tests, or there are practice 
questions in your textbook, make 
sure to do them – but without 
looking at your book or notes!

If you don’t have practice questions 
(or you’ve already answered all of 
your practice questions a few times), 
you can make your own questions. 
This process takes a lot of time, but if 
you create a study group you can 
each create a few questions and 
trade. 



Past paper questions 

Past paper questions are a great way of testing recall and familiarising students with the style of exam 
question they will face. 

Some past paper questions can be found on online

The revision guides that departments recommended all contain past paper questions with answers  

Staff will supply students with past papers/questions frequently throughout the year



Self quizzing questions

1. Read over notes - cover up the notes - try to write down as 
much as you can remember – self assess

2. Read back over notes - use the notes to write questions - 
answer the questions - self assess

3. Aim for 80% accuracy on every quiz

Students will be familiar with self quizzing questions as it is used in many lessons.
Self-quizzing is a powerful strategy to get knowledge stuck in your long-term memory.  
And it’s so simple to do! 
It is good because it makes the revision session active. Rather than just reading notes students are 
challenging themselves and making their brain work 



Look, Cover, Write, Check

Another revision method that students are very familiar with and have been using since primary school
Great for learning spelling of key words, quotes for English, formulas for science, key events and dates



Dump Test

Take a blank sheet of paper. Decide which subject you will revise and which precise topic, i.e. Science –Photosynthesis
Using no books or notes spend exactly 60 seconds dumping everything you know about the topic onto the paper. It 
does not need to be structured – random words or images are good. You are accessing prior knowledge and sending 
messages to the brain to retrieve the information from your long-term memory. Put the Dump Test away and spend 
20 minutes reviewing the topic in any way you want…. Reading notes, watching a video. At the end, put all books and 
notes away again. Pick up the Dump Test again. Take a different colour pen. Dump again for 60 seconds – You will write 
down on average 7-15 things which you could not write at the beginning of the session. This is progress – it visibly 
shows that you have just got better. Keep repeating the process, keep the dumps to review progress.

DUMP READ NOTES DUMP



Talk about a topic 

This offers students an alternative to writing things down. But is still active and tests recall! It can also be done 
anywhere / anytime. 

There are lots of different ways this can be done and as a parent you can get involved too:
• ask them questions from a prepared list of questions or their flash cards
• Give them key subject vocab for a topic and ask them to give you a definition or vice versa 
• Ask them to tell you everything they know about a particular topic , ask them to expand on anything you still don’t 

understand

Image result for talk icon
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Revision sites

There are lots of websites that can be used for revision. When revising online encourage your child to use websites 
that have built in activity sections. Think about the need for revision to be challenging and active!

There are lots of different sites and students have already received a list of recommended websites from subject 
teachers. 



Video/ You Tube 

There is nothing wrong with watching a video or a You Tube clip , but in order for this to count as revision there needs 
to be some test of recall following the clip. Remember that revision has to be active. 

Whilst watching the video the student can pause and write down self quizzing questions. They could add to their flash 
cards or they could create a mind map.



You can also create 
flashcards, but make sure 
that you really use them to 
practice retrieval (bring to 
mind what you think is on the 
other side!) rather than 
peeking. 

There are also many apps for 
this if you prefer to use 
technology. 

Do make sure to practice 
retrieving more than just the 
simple concept definitions you 
write on your flashcards, 
though – try linking concepts, 
or trying to remember how 
two concepts are 
similar/different.



Non ExampleExample



The Leitner System 

Good flash cards have a question on one side and the answer on the other 
Students can place the cards into 3 separate boxes; Novice, Intermediate, Expert based on how well they 
can answer the questions 
As they continue to use the cards and revise from them they will be able to move cards from Novice → 
Intermediate→ Expert 
You can buy premade revision cards which are also an effective way of revising 
Quizlet is an online tool for revision cards which students can use.

Novice Intermediate  Expert  

Test everyday Test every 3 days Test once a week



Flash cards

Create two piles of flashcards

1. Key concepts

2. Tasks

Draw one card from each pile 
and do the task for the concept





Planning Revision

Our message to students has been clear all year:

✓Revision should be done every day 

✓Revision should cover all subject areas 

✓Revision should be active and challenge them to retrieve 
information from their long-term memory. 

✓Revision should be happening in addition to homework



Planning Revision



Planning Revision



Planning Revision

We asked students to log their revision in the 
lead up to the mocks.

A copy of their logs will be shared with the 
results envelopes. 



Positive home environment

Most revising will be done at home; having a good environment while studying will help your 

child stay focused. 

Ensuring that they have a quiet place in the home to revise is important. 

Make sure they have a 
quiet space to work in

Remove all possible 
distractions

Image result for stationary

Make sure they have the 
equipment they will need 
including revision guides
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T I P S  F O R  T H E  M O C K S



Equipment – particularly for maths exams

Attendance – in the real exams, there are no second chances

Silence – at all times

Take the full time – do not finish early

Drawing on hands – could lead to a disqualification 

Banned items – listen carefully to the briefing and do not take anything in



SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT

M AT H S



GCSE Mathematics

Pearson Edexcel



Higher Tier:
9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, (3)

Half of the paper is work at grades 7, 8, and 9

Foundation Tier:
5, 4, 3, 2, 1

Half of the paper is work at grades 4 and 5



Paper 1

1 hour 30 minutes

Non-Calculator

80 marks total

Covers all aspects of 
content

Paper 2

1 hour 30 minutes

Calculator allowed

80 marks total

Covers all aspects of 
content

Paper 3

1 hour 30 minutes

Calculator allowed

80 marks total

Covers all aspects of 
content



Examination Aid: Higher

Students will all be provided 
with an examination aid 
(formulae sheet) in their 
exams. They have seen 
these in lessons and should 
familiarise themselves with 
what they need to know. 



Examination Aid: Foundation

Students will all be provided 
with an examination aid 
(formulae sheet) in their 
exams. They have seen 
these in lessons and should 
familiarise themselves with 
what they need to know. 



Essential Equipment:

• Black ball-point pen

• Pencil

• Eraser

• Ruler (mm and cm)

• Protractor

• Pair of compasses

• Scientific calculator for P2 and P3*



Main topics covered

•Number

•Algebra

•Geometry

•Ratio and Proportion

•Probability

•Statistics



QLAs

Students will be given an analysis of their mock papers (the papers are 
secure and not allowed to be written on/copied/brought home), 
students have already had this for their End of Year 10 tests. 

Example:



Revision:

• All lessons in school are revision based, either topic/content 
reviews or with past papers.

• Students should complement this with revision done in their own 
time.

• Eedi work is being set alongside mymaths homework each week to 
help students focus their independent learning time.

• There are plenty of resources online, teachers will give lists out at 
Parents Evening – students can see class teachers if they would like 
a copy in advance.

• Revision guides are available through the department – see Mr 
Watkins 



SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT

E N G L I S H



English Language

Language paper 1

Fiction  

Reading – 1 extract 

from a novel

Writing – descriptive 
or narrative 

Language paper 2

Non-fiction 

Reading – 2 extracts. 

1 modern + 1 pre-

19th Century

Writing – persuasive 

or argument 

AQA  
8700



Language 

paper 1

Fiction  

Reading – 1 

extract from a 

novel

Writing – 

descriptive or 
narrative 

15 mins 

reading time



Language 

paper 1

Fiction  

Reading – 1 

extract from a 

novel

Writing – 

descriptive or 
narrative 

Section A: 

Question 1

4 multiple choice questions… (4 marks)

Question 2

How does the writer use language to describe… 

(8 marks)

Question 3

How has the writer structured the text to interest 

the reader? (8 marks)

Question 4 

A student said… how far do you agree? 

(20 marks)



Language 

paper 1

Fiction  

Reading – 1 

extract from a 

novel

Writing – 

descriptive or 
narrative 

Section B: 45 mins 

Question 5



A structure for writing 

Effective for both 

descriptive and 

narrative 

Can be rehearsed and 

practiced to time

AO5 – content and 

organisation

AO6 – Technical 

accuracy

Question 5

Drop the reader into the setting or the 

middle of the action

Shift the focus to a character or time

Zoom in on a significant detail or 

moment 

Zoom out to the wider picture and 

atmosphere 

Link back to an earlier detail to 

create a cyclical structure  



15 mins 

reading time

Language 

paper 2

Non-fiction 

Reading – 2 

extracts. 1 

modern + 1 

pre-19th Century

Writing – 

persuasive or 

argument 



Section A: 

Question 1

Select 4 statements that are true… (4 marks)

Question 2

Write a summary of the differences between…(8 

marks)

Question 3

How does the writer use language to describe… 

(12 marks)

Question 4 

Compare the writers attitudes owards…

(16 marks)

Language 

paper 2

Non-fiction 

Reading – 2 

extracts. 1 

modern + 1 

pre-19th Century

Writing – 

persuasive or 

argument 



Section B: 45 mins 

Question 5Language 

paper 2

Non-fiction 

Reading – 2 

extracts. 1 

modern + 1 

pre-19th Century

Writing – 

persuasive or 

argument 



How can I support?
1) Ask your child about each paper and the order, timings and 

approaches to each question. 

2) Use an AQA Language Revision guide and practice 
questions. Focus on key areas identified from their mock.

3) Encourage your child to write stories and arguments to 
time. Practice that writing stamina and write for 45mins. 

4) Use YouTube videos such as those from AQA Insights, Mr 
Bruff or GCSEpod.

5) Encourage your child to attend Language revision on 
Wednesdays after college in room 9. Monday room 2 for 
Literature. Two lunchtime sessions are also running!

6) Reading! Good readers are rewarded in this paper.



SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT

S C I E N C E



Combined Science (Trilogy) - 8464 
Separate Sciences 

Bio – 8461, Chem – 8462, Phys - 8463

F/H



Biology 

Paper 1

Tue 12/05/26

Chemistry 

Paper 1

Mon 18/05/26

Physics 

Paper 1

Tue 02/06/26

Biology 

Paper 2

Mon 08/06/26

Chemistry 

Paper 2

Fri 12/06/26

Physics 

Paper 2

Mon 15/06/26

Combined Science 
1 hr 15 mins

Total of all papers 

Separate Sciences  
1 hr 45 mins

Total for each subject



Paper 1 – Year 10 teaching Paper 2 – Y11 Teaching

•Cell Biology
•Organisation
•Infection and Response
•Bioenergetics

•Inheritance, Variation and Evolution
•Ecology
•Homeostasis and Response

•Atomic Structure and The Periodic 
Table
•Bonding, Structures and Properties of 
Matter
•Quantitative Chemistry
•Chemical Changes
•Energy Changes

•Rate and extent of chemical change
•Organic Chemistry
•Chemical Analysis
•Chemistry of the Atmosphere
•Using resources

•Energy
•Electricity
•Particle model of Matter
•Atomic Structure

•Forces
•Waves
•Magnetism and Electromagnetism
•Solar System (Sep Sci only)RP









HEADTEACHER’S CLOSING ADDRESS
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