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ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/25
Summer Term

23rd April – 18th July

REPORTING YOUR ABSENCE REMINDER

When a student doesn’t arrive at College, and we haven’t 

received any notification from the parent/carer, this is a 

safeguarding concern. In order to support the College, and 

to allow us to quickly identify any potential safeguarding 

concern, we ask that you contact us before 9am on the day 

of absence. If your child is likely to be absent for more than 

one day, please inform us of their expected return date. 

How can I report absence?

Email:  absence@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk    

Call: 01752 812511 

Headteacher’s Message

On Monday 9th March, Torpoint 

Community College joined Carbeile Junior 

School and Torpoint Nursery and Infant 

School to mark Commonwealth Day at 

Sparrow Park in Torpoint. The event brought 

together our local school community for a 

shared moment of reflection and 

celebration.

Commonwealth Day is observed annually 

on the second Monday in March and 

celebrates the shared values, history and 

cooperation of the 56 member nations of 

the Commonwealth. This year’s theme, 

“Unlocking opportunities together for a 

prosperous Commonwealth,” highlights the 

importance of collaboration, inclusion and 

opportunity across nations.

A key feature of the day is the global “Fly a 

Flag for the Commonwealth” initiative. At 

11:00 am, communities around the world 

raise the Commonwealth flag as a symbol 

of unity, democracy and respect for 

diversity. Our gathering at Sparrow Park 

mirrored hundreds of similar ceremonies 

taking place across towns, cities and 

schools worldwide.

The event provided a valuable opportunity 

for students to reflect on the importance of 

global citizenship and the role they can 

play in shaping a more connected and 

prosperous future.

20th March 2026

Add event

Easter holidays Friday 3rd April to 

Monday 20th April.

INSET Day Monday 20th April

Clocks go forward Sunday 29th 

March

mailto:absence@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk


Dr Jeremy Plumb

Headteacher

Over the past two weeks, the College has been busy with a wide range of activities, 

showcasing the many opportunities and experiences our students benefit from both 

inside and outside the classroom.

Our GCSE Year 11 Food students have been undertaking their practical 

examinations, producing an impressive array of dishes. Staff were invited to sample 

their work and provide feedback, which forms an important part of their coursework. 

The quality, creativity and confidence on display have been fantastic, and students 

have greatly appreciated the support and encouragement from across the college.

In the performing arts, our Year 11 Drama students have been preparing for their final 

practical examination, and then performing to a visiting examiner. This was a 

significant milestone in their GCSE course, and students have worked incredibly hard 

in rehearsals to refine their performances. Year 10 and 11 students have also visited 

the theatre to see Othello, while Year 12 students travelled to the University of Exeter 

to focus on UCAS preparation. There has also been a drama performance from a 

visiting company for students following examination classes in Spanish and French.

Geography field trips have continued this week, and our 35 and 45 mile Ten Tors 

teams have completed their first overnight camp and expedition on Dartmoor in 

challenging weather conditions last weekend.

Year 10 students recently took part in a careers event focused on exploring future 

pathways. The event provided an excellent opportunity for students to engage in a 

“speed networking” format, speaking directly with a wide range of employers, 

education providers and former students. Representatives from local industries, 

further education colleges, apprenticeship providers and universities were on hand 

to share insights into different career routes and the skills required for success. 

Students asked thoughtful questions, gained valuable advice and developed a 

greater understanding of the opportunities available to them after Year 11 and 

beyond. The event was a highly positive experience and an important step in helping 

students plan for their futures.

Finally, we have received wonderful feedback about our Year 7 students, who have 

been praised by visiting professionals for their engagement, behaviour and positive 

attitude during recent sessions. They have been excellent ambassadors for the 

college during a PSHE session focusing on dental hygiene.



Commonwealth Day



V
Subject Spotlight: Art
Year 7 have been creating some super mono prints of Celebrity portraits which will 

be used in a larger scale collage and mixed media piece celebrating the celebrity 

they have chosen. Mono printing involves rolling water-based ink onto a surface and 

then drawing over the surface on a sheet of paper to pick up the ink. Well done Year 

7 on working in an industrious way in practical lessons. 



Year 8 have been working on a project 

inspired by Birds represented in the collage 

work of artist Mark Hearld, exploring shape, 

texture and composition. The students have 

created a collage design onto a mount board 

backing which they then developed into 

collograph prints. This is achieved by rolling ink 

over the design and printing the image onto 

separate paper. The results were a lively 

collection of prints shown here.

Year 9 have been exploring the beautiful 

handcrafted work seen in artefacts and pieces 

created by people of Native American 

heritage. In response to their investigation, 

students have developed their own pottery 

designs. Each student then created a ceramic 

dish in terracotta clay inspired by their research. 

The students are keen to see their work after the 

initial bisque-firing and then decorate them 

with patterns influenced by the Native 

Americans using brush on glazes.

Subject Spotlight: Art

Year 9 have been exploring the beautiful 

handcrafted work seen in artefacts and pieces 
created by people of Native American heritage. 
In response to their investigation, students have 
developed their own pottery designs. Each 
student then created a ceramic dish in 
terracotta clay inspired by their research. The 
students are keen to see their work after the 
initial bisque-firing and then decorate them with 
patterns influenced by the Native Americans 
using brush on glazes.



Year 10 have been busy working on their coursework based on a theme chosen 

by them. Each student is developing their own collection of work inspired by that 

theme. Currently the students have been exploring coil building, slab building and 

press-moulded ceramic techniques. The work shows students in the process of 

exploring these techniques. 

Year 11 are currently working towards their final GCSE exam after Easter. They pick a theme set 
by the exam board and have from January to develop a collection of preparation work on that 

starting point. This can include Artist’s Research, Photography, Drawing, Painting, Print-making 

and 3D work. Exam board rules mean that we are unable to show current student examination 

work.

Year 12 are working on their portfolio of evidence based on a theme that is personal to them. 
They are working hard on developing their drawing skills as well as building on their sketchbooks.

Year 13 are also working towards their final A Level Art exams in the summer term when they will 
create a 15 hour conclusion piece to a theme set by the exam board but selected by them 

from a number of options. We are proud of the A Level course and the hard work of our 

dedicated students. 

Subject Spotlight: Art



Subject Spotlight: Art
Year 9 Lino Printing

Year 9 Fauvism 

Painting



Girls Football Round Up

There have been lots of fixtures recently for girls’ football.

U12s

Last week, our U12s hosted Looe for some friendly matches. It was a fun 

afternoon, and I know all the students enjoyed it. It was great to play some 

competitive games. The scores from the afternoon were very mixed, with 

some wins and some losses. Well done to the girls, it was a great afternoon!

Well done to Elsie, Lexi, Isabella, Emily, Molly, Ruby, Keera, Yvie, Annabelle, 

Lily, Rosie, Enya, Isabelle, and Elle.

U14s

Last week, our U14s had an away game at Budehaven School in the Cornwall 

County Cup. It was a long round trip for the girls, and the weather was not kind 

either.

Torpoint dominated the first half, showing some excellent defending, and went into 

half-time 1–0 up. In the second half, we had to manage strong winds while also 

attacking uphill. Bude had the advantage of being able to bring on substitutes for 

fresh legs, which we unfortunately couldn’t do due to injury and illness on the day.

Bude dominated the second half, taking advantage of the downhill slope, and 

slotted six past us. Sadly, the girls exit the County Cup this year; however, we already 

know we will come back stronger next year.

Well done to Emma, Jazelle, Lily Ava, Tilly S, Gracie, Holly, Nikita, Mia, Florrie, Quinn, 

and Amy



U15s 

Last week, our U15s travelled to play Devonport High School for Girls in Round 
3 of the English Schools’ National Cup. Due to injuries and illness, we had a 
very small squad and were only able to travel with eight players for the nine-
a-side match. The girls were still up for the fixture, and a special thanks to 
Lacey for stepping in that morning to help.

Despite travelling with a small squad, the girls played really well against tough 
opponents. We sadly lost 6–0; however, the girls worked tirelessly throughout 
and never gave up.

A big well done to Ellie, Ava, Lily, Natalia, Lily Ava, Paris, Aimee-Grace, and 
Lacey.

Year 7 & 8 Badminton Squad

On Tuesday, 15 Year 7 and 8 students travelled to Torbridge High for a 
badminton fixture. This was the first time these players had competed in a 
badminton match. The students conducted themselves brilliantly and really 
enjoyed the experience.

There was a mixture of singles and doubles games, in which we secured some 
strong wins alongside a few narrow losses, often by only two points.

The afternoon finished with some friendly matches, where teams were mixed 
up so that pupils could play against different opponents. It was a really fun 
afternoon, and we are already looking forward to hosting Torbridge in two 
weeks’ time for the return fixture here at TCC.



Science Week 2026: Curiosity in Action

Science Week 2026 was a fantastic celebration of curiosity, creativity, and discovery across all 

year groups. From engaging challenges to cross-curricular learning, students explored how 

science connects to every aspect of our lives.

The week began with a bake sale on Monday, where students from all year groups were tasked 

with creating cakes with a science theme. The entries were fantastic, showing a great deal of 

thought, care, imagination, and curiosity. Enya’s interpretation of the lungs was particularly 

clever, earning her first place.  we especially liked the inside/outside design. In second place 

were Bessie’s buns and her “question” cake which were immaculate and perfectly in keeping 

with this year’s theme. Lily’s science-themed biscuits were highly professional, and we were 

impressed by her variety, including both atom biscuits and flask biscuits – earning her third 

place. Other entries included a giant red blood cell cake, a plant cell, a science book, a DNA 

experimental extravaganza and more.  We would like to thank all students who took part – we 

truly were very impressed and the students who bought cakes enjoyed eating them!

Year 7 students took part in the exciting “Six Clicks to Science” challenge, where they navigated 

from popular culture topics to scientific concepts using only Wikipedia links. This activity brilliantly 

demonstrated how science underpins everything, from music and sport to films and social media, 

encouraging students to think critically about real-world connections.

Year 8 students became citizen scientists, contributing to real scientific research through 

platforms such as Zooniverse. They learned how everyday people can support global studies by 

analysing data, observing wildlife, and even exploring distant galaxies. This highlighted the power 

of collaboration and showed that anyone can play a role in scientific discovery.

Meanwhile, Year 9 explored the theme “Science is Everything” through a series of lessons across 

multiple subjects. Students discovered how science links to PSHE, languages, food technology, 

geography, history, PE, computing, and English. They examined important topics such as diversity 

in STEM, global collaboration, sustainability, climate science, technological innovation, and 

science communication. Inspiring real-world professionals helped challenge stereotypes and 

demonstrated the wide range of careers connected to science.

Throughout the week, one key message stood out: curiosity is at the heart of all scientific 

progress. Whether investigating food, sport, climate, or communication, students saw how asking 

questions and exploring ideas can lead to meaningful change.



Science Week 2026: Curiosity in Action

Science Bake 
Sale



A Level English Literature Trip – Othello Cinema Screening

Our A Level English Literature students recently enjoyed a trip to the cinema to 

watch a screening of the most recent London stage production of Othello by William 

Shakespeare. As Othello is one of the core texts studied as part of the AQA A Level 

English Literature course, the visit provided a fantastic opportunity for students to see 

the play performed by professional actors and to experience how a modern 

production interprets Shakespeare’s tragedy.

Watching the performance helped students bring the play to life beyond the 

classroom. Seeing key moments unfold on stage – from the development of Othello 

and Desdemona’s relationship to Iago’s manipulation – allowed students to think 

more deeply about character, staging, and dramatic tension. It also gave them new 

ideas to draw upon as they prepare for their examinations.

The evening was not only academically valuable but also great fun. Students 

thoroughly enjoyed experiencing the atmosphere of a live theatre production in a 

cinema setting and discussing their favourite moments afterwards. Trips like this are a 

wonderful way to enrich the study of literature and remind us that Shakespeare’s 

plays were written to be performed and enjoyed.

We look forward to many more opportunities to bring the texts that our students 

study to life in this way.



SPARX Reader Success

We are delighted to celebrate the fantastic reading efforts of our 

students using SPARX Reader this year. So far, students have completed 

an impressive 2,805 hours of reading and finished 1,633 books!

SPARX Reader helps students build strong reading habits by 

encouraging them to read regularly and carefully. The programme also 

checks understanding through short quizzes, ensuring that students are 

not only reading more but also developing their comprehension skills.

These outstanding totals reflect the dedication of our students and the 

support of families who encourage reading at home. Every page read 

helps students develop vocabulary, confidence, and a lifelong love of 

reading.

A huge well done to everyone who has contributed to these 
achievements—we look forward to seeing these numbers grow even 

further!



 The Carnegie Medal for Writing Shortlist 2026 has 

been announced!

We’re thrilled to have the shortlisted titles in our 

school library already. Our fantastic team of Reading 

Ambassadors will be reading and reviewing the 

books, and we can’t wait to share their thoughts with 

you and with our students.

It’s always exciting to see which stories capture 

everyone’s imagination each year, and we’re 

looking forward to discovering the powerful, thought-

provoking, and inspiring writing featured on this year’s 

shortlist.

Watch this space for reviews, recommendations, and 
student favourites coming soon! 

Library News!

 Spotlight: Graphic Novels

Did you know we have a range of graphic novels available to borrow from the library? 

Graphic novels combine striking artwork with engaging storytelling, making them a 

unique and accessible reading experience for readers of all ages.

While some people associate graphic novels with superheroes, the format actually 

covers a huge variety of genres. From heartfelt coming-of-age stories and laugh-out-

loud adventures to powerful memoirs and fantasy epics, there’s something for 

everyone to discover.

Whether you’re a long-time fan or trying graphic novels for the first time, they’re a 

great way to explore new stories and experience reading in a different way.

 Drop by the library to browse our graphic novel collection or ask a member of staff 

for recommendations!



Ten Tors – Weekend Expedition – Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th March

Last weekend, our Ten Tors students embarked on their first overnight expedition to South 

Dartmoor. Beginning in Princetown on Saturday, the groups set off on a planned route, checking 

in at several tors along the way before continuing to Hexworthy and camping overnight at 

Huccaby Farm.

The day was dry and clear, with a slight chill in the air, allowing students to pitch their tents and 

prepare their evening meals in favourable conditions. However, temperatures dropped below 

freezing overnight, making for a very cold night on the moor.

Students rose early on Sunday to cook breakfast and pack away their tents before being taken to 

Cadover Bridge to begin their day’s walk, which was planned to finish in Princetown. Although the 

morning started clear and dry, with strong winds, conditions soon deteriorated as rain and heavy 

mist set in. For safety reasons, the route was shortened, and students returned to Princetown, 

where they were rewarded with a well-earned hot chocolate to warm up.

Well done to all students for their resilience and teamwork throughout the weekend, and a big 

thank you to our volunteers for their continued support.



Dental disease prevalence (Statistics from UK Oral Health Statistics Overview)

• Almost one-in-four adults in the UK (41%) have untreated tooth decay. 

• 9% of adults show signs of severe gum disease. 

• 5% of adults in England have no natural teeth. The average number of 

natural teeth among adults is 25, with 84% retaining at least 21 teeth – 

considered a functional dentition. 

• More than one-in-five five-year-olds in England (23.7%) have obvious decay 

in their teeth. 

• By Year 6 (age 10–11), 12.1% of children in the South West have tooth 

decay.

• Tooth decay is the leading cause of hospital admissions for children aged 5–

9. In 2022–23, there were 31,165 hospital admissions for children and young 

people under 19 to extract decayed teeth, costing the NHS £40.7 million. 

PSHEe: Health Education

Dental Hygiene Talks from Plymouth University Dental Outreach

We have been delighted to welcome Melissa and Lisa from the 

Dental Education Outreach Team from Plymouth University to 

Torpoint Community College. They have delivered a lesson about 

Dental Hygiene to each Year 7 class in a recent PSHEe lesson. All 

Year 7 students were given a goodie bag containing a toothbrush, 

toothpaste and a 2-minute timer and were given advice and tips on 

improving and maintaining their oral health. 

Here are Melissa and Lisa with their fantastic mouth models and 

props used in the sessions:

Here are their top tips for oral 

health:

•Brush your teeth and gums 

twice a day for 2 minutes

•Use a pea sized amount of 

Fluoride toothpaste

•Spit out the toothpaste and 

do not rinse

•Keep sugary snacks and drinks 

to mealtimes

•Visit the dentist regularly

https://www.dentalhealth.org/uk-oral-health-statistics


Linguists of the Month

Year 7 Spanish:
Katherine

Elsie

Cody

Moses

Year 8 French:
Toby

Ella

Olivia

Jacob

Year 8 Spanish:
Logan

Year 9 Spanish:
Mikey

Amy

Year 9
Eloise

Amazing effort- keep it up!





We now have a 

newsletter email!

Has your child achieved something special outside of school?

We’d love to hear all about it! Drop us a message at 

Newsletter@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk
If you can, please include a photo and a short note about your child’s success, 

whether it’s in sport, the arts, or any other hobby or passion. We can’t wait to share 

and celebrate these fantastic achievements in our Newsletter. 

Newsletter@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk

Keep an eye 

out for the 

next edition!

Careers

All Year 10 students have been invited to visit Falmouth University for a tour and 

workshops. A campus visit is a great way to find out more about Higher Education 

and the opportunities available and we really encourage all students to attend. The 

transport as well as a free lunch for all is being provided by Falmouth University and 

the trip is within the normal school day times. Please return the consent forms asap.

Thank you, Mrs Bray, Careers Leader 

mailto:Newsletter@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk


 Homework Support Available for all Students at TCC!

We’re excited to share that homework support sessions are available for all TCC students!

Whether your child needs a little extra help, a quiet place to work, or guidance from a teacher, 

we’ve got it covered. These supportive sessions are a great opportunity to stay on top of 

assignments and build confidence.

 When:

• Monday & Wednesday – After school in room 1 from 3:10-4:10

• Tuesday – Lunchtime in room 17.

 Good news for bus riders! Students who usually take the bus home can use their existing bus 

passes on a later bus after attending an after-school session. These sessions are led by our 

dedicated teachers, ready to support students with any subject. Please encourage your child 
to take advantage of this fantastic resource!



TCC is a local donation point for the Torpoint foodbank 
along with Sainsbury’s and the Co-op. 

The donation point is in the College’s main reception.

Please help us support local families by dropping items in when you are passing or 

need to clear out your cupboards. They are always happy for any donations, but 

are always looking for:

Tinned vegetables, fruit and meat 

Long life milk and baby milk

Products with a long shelf life or use by date

Deodorants and shampoos etc for men and women 

Nappies 

Cat and dog food. 

The Torpoint Foodbank is open on Wednesdays

9.30 – 12.30.
If you need to access the Foodbank please contact 

us as we can issue vouchers. 







text
Attendance- Information about 

Penalty Notices

If your child is absent from school 
without authorisation, you will be 
committing an offence under the 
Education Act 1996. We may submit a 
request to Cornwall Council for a 
Penalty Notice to be issued, in 
accordance with Sections 444A and 
444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices 
are issued per liable parent, per child 
and each carry a fine of £80 if paid 
within 21 days or £160 if paid after this 
but within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from 
school without authorisation within any 
3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education 
Act 1996. We may submit a request to 
Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice 
to be issued, in accordance with 
Sections 444A and 444B of the said 
Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, 
per child and each carry a fine of 
£160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. 
Once this limit has been reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will 
be considered.

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and 
attend court because your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up 
to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to 
Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ 
Court under Section 444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine 
of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sentence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for 
the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of 
administering the system, and to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to 
the government.
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