
18th July 2025

ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/25
Summer Term

23rd April – 18th July

REPORTING YOUR ABSENCE REMINDER

When a student doesn’t arrive at College, and we haven’t 

received any notification from the parent/carer, this is a 

safeguarding concern. In order to support the College, and 

to allow us to quickly identify any potential safeguarding 

concern, we ask that you contact us before 9am on the day 

of absence. If your child is likely to be absent for more than 

one day, please inform us of their expected return date. 

How can I report absence?

Email:  absence@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk    

Call: 01752 812511 

Headteacher’s Message

Year 11 and Year 13 students can finally see 

the finishing line of their GCSE and A-level 

exams, a huge milestone and a moment of 

real pride for the whole College 

community. Meanwhile, Year 10 and Year 

12 are preparing to head out on their work 

experience placements from Monday 15th 

June, and we wish them every success as 

they step confidently into the world beyond 

the classroom. We also have Activities 

Week to look forward to!

Thursday 11th June brought a wonderful 

cultural highlight as students travelled to 

Stratford-upon-Avon to explore 

Shakespeare’s Birthplace, New Place and 

the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, finishing the 

day with a performance of The Tempest. 

Their enthusiasm and curiosity made the 

visit a memorable celebration of literature 

and theatre.

The Plymouth Schools Athletics 

Championships were a standout triumph. 

After months of dedicated twice weekly 

training, our Year 9 and 10 athletes 

delivered exceptional performances across 

track and field. With numerous top finishes 

against eight competing schools, they 

demonstrated resilience, talent, and true 

team spirit. The boys’ team were crowned 

Plymouth Athletics Champions, a 

phenomenal achievement that reflects 

their commitment and the strength of our 

athletics programme.

12th June 2026

15th-19th June - Activities Week and 

Work Experience 

25th June- Year 10 Parents’ Evening

mailto:absence@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk


Dr Jeremy Plumb

Headteacher

Earlier in the month, students visiting the TR2 Production and Learning Centre enjoyed 

an inspiring behind the scenes experience, exploring costume and set design before 

creating their own imaginative prototypes. Another group braved the rain to attend 

an author event with Tom Palmer at Torpoint Library, asking thoughtful questions and 

representing the College brilliantly.

We also celebrated students who met the New Year’s Resolution behaviour 

challenge. Their positive choices earned them an early lunch and a well-deserved 

slice of pizza, a small but joyful reward for their hard work and consistency.

This week, we hosted its Year 6 Transition Evening, and it was wonderful to welcome so 

many familiar faces alongside those new to our College community. The event 

offered families a wealth of information as we prepare to greet our new Year 7 cohort 

in September, with opportunities to purchase school uniform and meet form tutors. The 

atmosphere was warm, positive, and full of excitement for the journey ahead.



Tickets are selling fast! Don’t miss out!

Scan the QR code and get your tickets now!
Please note there is a small booking fee per ticket.  



Subject Spotlight: Computer Science
It has been a busy and exciting period in Computer Science, with students across all year 

groups developing their digital literacy, computational thinking, and programming skills.

Year 7 students have been developing their digital communication skills by learning how to 
send and manage emails. As part of a research challenge, they investigated what makes 

flamingos pink, helping them understand how to communicate effectively and find reliable 

information online.

Year 8 students have been combining maths and programming skills using Microsoft Small 
Basic. By applying their understanding of 2D shapes, angles, and patterns, they have 

created programs to control a turtle and generate a range of geometric designs, 

developing both their coding and problem-solving abilities.

Year 9 students have been working with Raspberry Pi devices, exploring both hardware and 
software setup in preparation for an exciting game development project. They successfully 

installed the RetroPie operating system and have begun planning their own 16-bit style 

games. Through this project, students are developing their understanding of operating 

systems, retro computing, and game design while building confidence in problem-solving 

and technical setup.

Year 10 students have been preparing for their GCSE Computer Science studies by 
exploring key theoretical concepts alongside practical programming tasks. They have 

developed their understanding of algorithms, data representation, and cybersecurity while 

continuing to strengthen their coding skills.

Year 11 students have now completed their GCSE Computer Science examinations. We 
would like to congratulate them on all their hard work and dedication throughout the 

course and wish them every success in their future studies and careers.

Overall, it has been a fantastic period, with students showing enthusiasm, creativity, and 

determination as they continue to develop valuable digital skills for the future.



Plymouth Schools Athletics Championships

Congratulations to our Year 9/10 athletics teams who competed against ten 

other schools at Brickfields last week. Our athletes have been incredibly 

committed, training several times a week since well before Easter, and their hard 

work certainly paid off. The boys’ team finished in first place, knocking Plymouth 

College into second. This is the first time our boys’ team has won these 

championships, making it a huge achievement.

Notable performances came from Rory P: 1st in hurdles, 3rd in 100m; Eddie B: 1st 

in 300m; Oscar M: 3rd in 200m; Boaz: 2nd in javelin; Cameron G: 1st in discus; 

4x100m relay team: 2nd; Miles MF: 2nd in long jump and 3rd in triple jump.

The girls lost points due to a few clashes in events but still had a very successful 

day, finishing 5th overall. Notable performances came from Evie B: 3rd in 800m; 

Daisy MF: 3rd in 200m; Paris: 3rd in triple jump; Amy E: 2nd in discus; Amy J: 3rd in 

javelin.

Well done to all involved, and good luck to our Year 7/8 teams who compete 

soon. Miss Milford



Building Confidence Through the Military Roots Project

Over the past few weeks, a small group of Year 8 and Year 9 students have taken part in the 

exciting Military Roots Project, spending two hours each week developing important life skills and 
challenging themselves in new ways.

Throughout the programme, students have taken part in a range of activities designed to 

strengthen teamwork, resilience and problem-solving skills. Working together, they have learned 
how to communicate effectively, support one another and overcome challenges through 

determination and cooperation.

Many of the tasks required students to think creatively and find solutions under pressure. These 

experiences helped them to develop confidence, perseverance and the ability to adapt when 

things did not go to plan.

One of the key aims of the Military Roots Project is to help young people recognise the 

importance of leadership, respect and responsibility. Students demonstrated these qualities 

throughout the programme, showing excellent commitment and encouraging others to 

succeed.

The five-week project has provided valuable experiences that will benefit students both inside 

and outside the classroom. The skills they have developed – including collaboration, resilience 

and effective communication – are essential for future education, employment and everyday 

life.

Congratulations to all the students who took part. Their enthusiasm, positive attitude and 

willingness to step outside their comfort zones have made the programme a great success. They 

should be proud of everything they have achieved.



The Latest TCC Day of Reading

On Friday 22nd May, students in Years 7–10 took part in our 

third TCC Day of Reading of the academic year. As part 

of the day, every lesson began with 15 minutes of reading 

from a curriculum-related text, highlighting the 

importance of reading across all subject areas.

Throughout the year, students have been introduced to a 

wide range of texts linked to different subjects, helping 

them to build knowledge, develop vocabulary, and 

deepen their understanding of the world around them. It 

was fantastic to see students engaging positively with 

reading across the curriculum and discussing the ideas, 

themes, and information they encountered.

Reading is a vital skill in every subject. Whether students 

are analysing historical sources, interpreting scientific 

information, solving mathematical problems, or exploring 

literary texts, strong reading skills help them access 

learning more effectively. Regular reading also improves 

vocabulary, comprehension, critical thinking, and 

communication skills, all of which support success both in 

school and beyond.

Thank you to our staff and students for making another 

TCC Day of Reading such a success. We look forward to 

continuing to foster a culture of reading throughout the 

college and supporting our students in becoming 

confident, capable readers.



Students meet children’s author Tom Palmer

On Monday 1st June, students from Years 7-9 

had the fantastic opportunity to visit Torpoint 

Library to meet award-winning children’s author 

Tom Palmer.

Tom is currently touring every library in Cornwall 

as Cornwall Libraries’ National Year of Reading 

Ambassador. In this role, he is helping to 

champion reading across the county through 

library events, school visits, workshops and 

activities designed to inspire more young people 

to discover a love of books and stories.

During the visit, Tom spent 45 minutes talking to 

students about his books, his writing journey, and 

the planning and drafting processes behind his 

work. He also shared what life as a professional 

author looks like, giving students a fascinating 

insight into the realities of writing and publishing.

Our students asked some brilliant questions 

about everything from where he gets his 

inspiration to his favourite books, and Tom’s 

enthusiasm for reading and storytelling was clear 

throughout. It was a hugely engaging and 

inspiring session, and we are very grateful to Tom 

and the team at Torpoint Library for hosting us.



TR2 Production and Learning Centre Visit

On Wednesday 3rd June, students from Years 8–10 visited the TR2 Production and 

Learning Centre, the home of Theatre Royal Plymouth's award-winning production 

facilities. During the visit, students enjoyed a behind-the-scenes tour of the centre, 

exploring rehearsal spaces, costume departments, and workshops where professional 

sets, props, and costumes are created for productions seen across the UK and around 

the world.

Students also took part in a costume design workshop, where they were challenged to 

think creatively and collaboratively while learning about the many different roles 

involved in bringing a theatrical production to life. This resulted in a catwalk show to 

display their creations, as seen below. The experience provided valuable insight into 

careers within the creative industries and highlighted the importance of teamwork, 

problem-solving, and imagination in the world of theatre.

The trip was a fantastic opportunity for students to engage with the arts beyond the 

classroom and gain a deeper appreciation of the work that happens behind the 

scenes. A huge thank you to the staff and students who made the visit such an 

enjoyable and successful experience.



SPARX Reader Update

Our students have continued to 

make excellent progress with their 

reading this year. Since September, 

they have collectively completed 

an impressive 3,586 hours of reading 

and finished 1,970 books through 

SPARX Reader.

These achievements reflect the 

fantastic commitment our students 

have shown to developing their 
reading skills and fostering a love of 

reading. Well done to everyone 

who has contributed to these 

outstanding totals!



Attendance Update: Everyday Counts!

We are delighted to share that attendance across the school continues to show 

a steady and sustained improvement throughout the academic year. Each half 

term has seen a consistent rise in overall attendance, reflecting the commitment 

of our school community to ensuring students are present, engaged, and ready 

to learn.

In particular, we are proud to report that up to 38% of students achieved 100% 

attendance in a recent half term, a fantastic milestone that highlights the 

dedication and resilience of our young people.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to parents and carers, as well as to 

our students, for the ongoing effort being made to prioritise attendance and 

make every school day count. This shared commitment is making a real 

difference to outcomes and opportunities for all learners.

Research and school data consistently show that students whose attendance is 

above 93% are significantly more likely to achieve stronger academic outcomes 

at GCSE level and access a wider range of post-16 opportunities. Simply put, 

being in school everyday matters.

If you or your child would like support in improving attendance or removing any 

barriers that may be affecting attendance, please do reach out to our 

attendance team who will be happy to help.

We will continue to work in partnership with families to build on this positive 

momentum and ensure that every student is supported to attend, achieve, and 

thrive.



Pizza Reward Week – Celebrating Success! 

At the start of January 2026, we set our students a challenge as part of our New Year’s 

Resolution drive:

• Halve their behaviour points from Term 1 to Term 2

• Or maintain a perfect record of zero

This wasn’t easy. It required real focus, consistency, and determination.

And we are proud to say…

229 students in years 7-11 rose to the challenge and achieved it!

To celebrate this fantastic effort, last week, students were rewarded with: 

• Leaving early for lunch

• Enjoying free pizza with their friends

Pizza reward week was a brilliant reminder that when expectations are high and 

students commit to improvement; they can achieve amazing things.

A huge well done to every student who earned their pizza—your effort has not gone 

unnoticed



Student Accomplishment

We are delighted to share some wonderful 

news about Elias in Year 7, who recently 

donated an incredible 15 inches of his hair to 

The Little Princess Trust. This fantastic charity 

creates wigs for children and young people 

who have lost their hair due to medical 

conditions.

This is the second time Elias has made such a 

generous donation, demonstrating an 

inspiring level of commitment and kindness. 

Growing and donating his hair requires 

patience and dedication, and we are 

incredibly proud of his efforts to support such 

a meaningful cause.

Well done, Elias—you are a true role model 

for our school community!



Survey for students

The Children’s commissioner for England has asked us to 

share with you ‘The Big Future’ Survey. The link to the 

survey has been emailed to parents/carers. The link is also 

below.

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

As schools and colleges return for the final weeks of the 

academic year, this is a valuable opportunity for children and 

young people to reflect on their experiences, share what 

matters most to them, and tell us about their hopes and 

ambitions for the future in their own words.

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


Cornwall Education Partnership Strategy - SHARE YOUR 

VIEWS!

Education is key to unlocking potential in Cornwall – both the potential of 

every child and young person who lives here, and the potential of Cornwall 

as a successful, innovative region with a distinctive identity and significant 

opportunity. To achieve this, education provision must be of the highest 

quality for all children and young people, not just for some.

Delivering this ambition requires education providers working together in a 

truly collaborative and child-centred way that both enables and demands 

improvement for all. Cornwall has a unique approach to driving this 

collaboration and improvement through the Cornwall Education Partnership 

(CEP), which brings together representatives from education providers and 

stakeholders across Cornwall. Together, we establish shared priorities and 

set the education strategy for Cornwall to drive improvement.

Cornwall Education Partnership are currently seeking views on the content 

for a new education strategy for Cornwall, which will set out how we seek to 

drive improvement in education provision to ensure that all children and 

young people have access to world-class opportunities and are able to 

achieve their potential.

To inform the strategy, we would like feedback from all stakeholders 

involved in education in Cornwall – including education professionals, 

families, and partner organisations – on your priorities and the strategic 

approaches we have included in the draft strategy.

Link to the survey is HERE - the closing date is 19 July.

https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/cornwall-education-strategy


Linguists of the Month

Year 7 
Clover 

Isabelle 

Arya 

Year 8 
Lily 

Orla 

Olivia

Libby

Amazing effort- keep it up!

Go Learn: Free One-to-One Online Tutoring for Royal Navy, Royal Marines 

and Royal Fleet Auxiliary Families – Naval Childrens Charity

University Bursary Scheme – Naval Childrens Charity

https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/trp-workshop/

Support for Naval Families- Useful links 

https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/go-learn-free-one-to-one-online-tutoring-for-royal-navy-royal-marines-and-royal-fleet-auxiliary-families/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/university-bursary-scheme/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/university-bursary-scheme/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/university-bursary-scheme/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/trp-workshop/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/trp-workshop/
https://www.navalchildrenscharity.org.uk/trp-workshop/


Please read about an exciting creative 

opportunity for students below:



Young people 13-18 can sign up here: https://shorturl.at/ho3Wf

Anyone interested in the project join TAC mailing list, visit 

http://eepurl.com/i4j5Ko

info@torpointartistscollective.co.uk
  

https://shorturl.at/ho3Wf
http://eepurl.com/i4j5Ko
mailto:info@torpointartistscollective.co.uk








We now have a 

newsletter email!

Has your child achieved something special outside of school?

We’d love to hear all about it! Drop us a message at 

Newsletter@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk
If you can, please include a photo and a short note about your child’s success, 

whether it’s in sport, the arts, or any other hobby or passion. We can’t wait to share 

and celebrate these fantastic achievements in our Newsletter. 

Newsletter@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk

Keep an eye 

out for the 

next edition!

mailto:Newsletter@torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk


 Homework Support Available for all Students at TCC!

We’re excited to share that homework support sessions are available for all TCC students!

Whether your child needs a little extra help, a quiet place to work, or guidance from a teacher, 

we’ve got it covered. These supportive sessions are a great opportunity to stay on top of 

assignments and build confidence.

 When:

• Monday & Wednesday – After school in room 1 from 3:10-4:10

• Tuesday – Lunchtime in room 17.

 Good news for bus riders! Students who usually take the bus home can use their existing bus 

passes on a later bus after attending an after-school session. These sessions are led by our 

dedicated teachers, ready to support students with any subject. Please encourage your child 
to take advantage of this fantastic resource!



TCC is a local donation point for the Torpoint foodbank 
along with Sainsbury’s and the Co-op. 

The donation point is in the College’s main reception.

Please help us support local families by dropping items in when you are passing or 

need to clear out your cupboards. They are always happy for any donations, but 

are always looking for:

Tinned vegetables, fruit and meat 

Long life milk and baby milk

Products with a long shelf life or use by date

Deodorants and shampoos etc for men and women 

Nappies 

Cat and dog food. 

The Torpoint Foodbank is open on Wednesdays

9.30 – 12.30.
If you need to access the Foodbank please contact 

us as we can issue vouchers. 





https://www.torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk/contact-us/

 

https://www.torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk/contact-us/
https://www.torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk/contact-us/
https://www.torpoint.cornwall.sch.uk/contact-us/


text
Attendance- Information about 

Penalty Notices

If your child is absent from school 
without authorisation, you will be 
committing an offence under the 
Education Act 1996. We may submit a 
request to Cornwall Council for a 
Penalty Notice to be issued, in 
accordance with Sections 444A and 
444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices 
are issued per liable parent, per child 
and each carry a fine of £80 if paid 
within 21 days or £160 if paid after this 
but within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from 
school without authorisation within any 
3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education 
Act 1996. We may submit a request to 
Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice 
to be issued, in accordance with 
Sections 444A and 444B of the said 
Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, 
per child and each carry a fine of 
£160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. 
Once this limit has been reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will 
be considered.

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and 
attend court because your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up 
to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to 
Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ 
Court under Section 444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine 
of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sentence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for 
the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of 
administering the system, and to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to 
the government.
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